
  

Gregg: A Leader Of Health Care Opposition

"He’s Weighing It"

In Released Docs, Government Reveals A Classified …

Is China The New OPEC For Green Energy?

The Worst NYT Trend Story of the Year?

Why Online News Should Be More Like Cable

In Case of Emergency, Make Tea

Stops Along An American Food Tour

No Sleep Till Vancouver

More Reasons to Hate the

CPSIA 9.1.09 1:45 P.M.

Megan McArdle
Gregg: A Leader Of Health

Care Opposition 9.1.09 4:09 P.M.

Marc Ambinder

Reporting 9.1.09 1:57 P.M.

Ta-Nehisi Coates
The NTSB on the Hudson River

crash 9.1.09 1:06 P.M.

James Fallows

Away from the Intertubes

9.1.09 8:32 A.M.

Jeffrey Goldberg
Obama’s war in Afghanistan

8.31.09 5:57 P.M.

Clive Crook

VOICES

TODAY'S HEADLINES FROM THE ATLANTIC

 

« The Gestapo Precedent for "EITs" | Main | What Richard Cohen Omits »

01 Sep 2009 01:21 pm

There Is No Sanctuary!

by Julian Sanchez

One thing I find puzzling about the Michael Steele ad Patrick links below is that we've

apparently decided "rationing care by age" is some kind of ghoulish form of discrimination. But

it seems like an inevitable side effect of applying any sort of cost-benefit analysis to treatments

covered. The benefit of any particular medical procedure will be either some finite number of

additional years of life, or some improvement in quality of life over some finite number of years.

(Bioethicists talk about "QALYs" or "Quality Adjusted Life Years.") And life expectancy creates

an upper bound on that expected benefit for even the most successful treatments.

You don't need to explicitly ration by age—there need not be some one-size-fits all limit past

which this or that treatment won't be provided—but if you take life expectancy into account at

all when calculating when benefit a treatment confers, that's what you'll effectively end up

doing. We seem to be OK with taking into account whether advanced age means a treatment is

less likely to provide its intended benefit, or that the benefit will be qualitatively smaller. Is it

somehow more unfair to factor in the expected quantity? I suspect the true basis for resistance

to the idea is simply that we don't like to be reminded that, even with the best doctor, none of us

actually get to live forever.
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