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Cato ‘disappointed’ by Pawlenty speech
By Allen McDuffee

Just two days after announcing his bid for the GOP 2012 presidential nomination, Former Minnesota governor Tim
Pawlenty reached out to a free-market audience Wednesday by making a pitch at the Cato Institute. But what seemed to be
a savvy decision in selecting the libertarian venue may have quickly proven to be a misstep when he directly contradicted
Cato’s stance on defense spending.

“I’m not one who is going to stand before you and tell you we should cut the defense budget,” Pawlenty said.

More than one Cato representative called the remarks “disappointing.” Cato Executive Vice-President David Boaz said Cato
put a copy of a report in Pawlenty’s hands that reflects their position on defense spending, “w ith the hope we can change
his mind.” Cato has consistently argued for a severe reduction in military interventions which would, in turn, require
fewer service members, less equipment and lower operating costs.

Cato President Ed Crane, who was visibly irritated at multiple points during Pawlenty’s presentation, simultaneously
explained why Pawlenty saw Cato as an attractive option and why the two are a mismatch.

“I think he probably views Cato as a symbolic venue for making it clear he’s serious about spending
reductions,” said Edward Crane, the institute’s founder and president. “He was one of four governors last
year to get an ‘A’ grade from our fiscal report card. And he earned it. He did a good job there against a
legislature that was very much against him.”

[...]

“The Constitution provides for a military to defend the U.S. — not to democratize the world,” Crane said.
“One would hope that presidential candidates would consider America’s commitments overseas very
seriously before endorsing those commitments.”

It remains unclear why Pawlenty did not seek another think tank that embraces spending cuts but also supports
continued rates of defense spending. Representatives from the Heritage Foundation and the American Enterprise Institute
confirmed that neither think tank had been approached by Pawlenty’s offices to host this event, despite reflecting
Pawlenty’s position on these issues.

Representatives from Pawlenty’s office did not respond to a query by the time of this filing.

ByAllen McDuffee |  02:23 PM ET, 05/26/2011

 

Send Recommend Be the first of your friends to

recommend this.

Save & Share:          

Previous: CSIS’s Jon Alterman on U.S.-Israel Relations

Next: Hoover’s Shelby Steele: White Republican can’t beat black Obama

Weigh InDiscussion PolicyAbout Discussions, Badges
LOG IN
REGISTER

+ SHARE THIS DEBATE

You are not logged in. You must login or register w ith the Washington Post to comment or post. If you post before logging
in, your comment will be saved while you are guided through the login process.

Limit 3000 characters (3000 characters remaining)

Post

 
Top Comments (0)
All Comments (2)

Newest first
Oldest first
Most Recommended first

5/27/2011 Cato ‘disappointed’ by Pawlenty speech…

washingtonpost.com/…/AGwyNACH_bl… 1/2



No Top Comments are available at the moment. View all Comments.

Comments our editors find particularly useful or relevant are displayed in Top Comments, as are comments by users w ith
these badges: Post Forum, Washingtologist, SuperFan. Replies to those posts appear here, as well as posts by staff
writers.

Sponsored Links

Mom Is 55, Looks 30...
Her clever $5 wrinkle therapy angers Botox Doctors. Find Out How!

FDXNews8.com

SHOCKING: 52 Samsung HDTV for $74.07
TODAY ONLY: Auction site to give away 1,000 52 Samsung HDTVs for $74...

Channel9TodayNews.com/ShockingDeals

Truth About Annuities?
Don't Buy Any Annuity Until You Watch This Special Video Report!

SeniorAnnuityAlert.com

  Buy a link here  

5/27/2011 Cato ‘disappointed’ by Pawlenty speech…

washingtonpost.com/…/AGwyNACH_bl… 2/2


