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In a bare-bones press release distributed on May 25, former New Mexico Governor Gary 

Johnson's campaign for the Libertarian Party presidential nomination unveiled a list of 

endorsements by celebrities, political activists, and Libertarian notables. 

The list includes Nirvana bass guitarist Krist Novacelic, magician and TV personality Teller, 

professional football player Rudy Carpenter, podcaster Ben Kissel, and former CIA analyst John 

Kiriakou. 

Other endorsers are 1980 Libertarian presidential nominee Ed Clark, Cato Institute founder and 

former president Ed Crane, 2014 Florida gubernatorial candidate Adrian Wyllie, 2012 Michigan 

congressional candidate Emily Salvette, and former Harris County (Texas) LP chairman Guy 

McLendon. 

Duke University political scientist Mike Munger is also on the endorsement list, as is Tom 

Palmer, author of Realizing Freedom: Libertarian Theory, History, and Practice. 

From Virginia, Robert Sarvis, who in 2013 earned more votes in his campaign for 

governor (against Ken Cuccinelli and Terry McAuliffe) than any other statewide Libertarian 

candidate, endorsed Johnson, as did former LP national chairman and 2008 Virginia U.S. Senate 

candidate Bill Redpath. 

In his endorsement statement, Sarvis said: 

"Only Gary Johnson has the resume, the experience, and the credibility to combine with our 

party’s inspiring message of peace, prosperity, and freedom." 

Johnson, he continued, "has a fundamentally libertarian outlook and a track record of furthering 

libertarian goals in office. He has a realistic and likeable approach to politics that attracts open-

minded voters to a libertarian message. And he has the kind of credibility that cannot be bought 

or faked, that can only be earned through admirable personal and professional achievements." 

Redpath, who has also served as chairman of the Libertarian Party of Virginia, said in endorsing 

Johnson: 
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"2016 presents the greatest opportunity nationally for the Libertarian Party in many years. For us 

to seize this opportunity, it is essential that our presidential candidate be credible, serious and a 

widely-recognized champion of small government and greater freedom. We are fortunate to have 

such a candidate in Governor Johnson. I am proud to support him, and look forward to working 

with him toward historic success in November." 

Redpath also added that he is "grateful for Governor Johnson’s work, often behind-the-scenes, to 

help ensure that Libertarian candidates are not unfairly denied ballot access. The fight against 

those who try to keep us off the ballot never ends, and Governor Johnson has been and continues 

to be a great supporter of our efforts." 

In an interview with The Libertarian Vindicator, Richard Winger, editor of Ballot Access News, 

pointed out that a Johnson presidential candidacy would enhance the Libertarian Party's efforts at 

gaining ballot status in several states. "With 2%, we could be a qualified party for the first time 

in Iowa and Kentucky," Winger said, "and with 1% in Connecticut (but for president only for the 

2020 election). We have never done that in any of those 3 states." (Winger had put himself on 

record as endorsing the Johnson campaign.) 

With Gary Johnson's naming of former Massachusetts Governor William Weld as his running 

mate last week, the campaign has won unprecedented attention from the mainstream media, with 

interviews on CNN, ABC News, and MSNBC, and stories in POLITICO, The Hill, The 

Washington Post, New York Times, Boston Globe, and other news outlets. 

(Full disclosure: Writing in a personal capacity, the Charlottesville Libertarian Examiner also 

endorsed Gary Johnson for President.) 
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