It’s been 26 Years — and all ‘Global Warming Policies’
have failed
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It’s been 26 years since countries signed onto the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change with the goal of “stabilization” of emissions to prevent “dangerous” man-made
global warming.

Every year since, diplomats have met at United Nations summits to, sometimes successfully,
negotiate new treaties and agreements to cut greenhouse gas emissions. Most recently, nearly
200 nations signed onto the Paris climate accord.

The Paris accord went into effect in 2016, but after one year global emissions rose two percent,
largely on economic activity in China.

The Washington Post reported on Tuesday that countries’ Paris accord commitments were
“falling short.” The Post admitted, “The euphoria of Paris is colliding with the reality of the
present.”

Also buried in WaPo’s story is the recognition that more than two decades have largely failed to
meet the goals of the 1992 framework convention.

“More than two decades ago, the world agreed to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in our
air to prevent dangerous climate outcomes, ” Stanford University energy and climate expert Rob
Jackson told WaPo. “To date, we have failed.”

The 1992 U.N. treaty called for “stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the
atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate
system.”

However, from 1992 to 2017 global annual emissions rose from about 22 to 36.8 gigatons per
year — a more than 67 percent increase. That’s despite additional U.N. climate treaties and
domestic policies to reduce emissions.

Just two years ago, world leaders, including former President Barack Obama, called the Paris
accord necessary to stop dangerous warming. Now, the U.N. is saying the Paris accord doesn’t
go far enough.

“It’s not fast enough. It’s not big enough,” Corinne Le Quéré of the Tyndall Center for Climate
Change Research told WaPo. “There’s not enough action.”

However, this should not be a surprise to anyone. Experts have for years pointed out the failure
of climate policies to keep global emissions at levels called for by the U.N.


http://dailycaller.com/2017/11/14/global-co2-emissions-hit-record-levels-one-year-into-the-paris-climate-accord/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/its-not-fast-enough-its-not-big-enough-theres-not-enough-action/2018/02/19/5cf0a7d4-015a-11e8-9d31-d72cf78dbeee_story.html?utm_term=.8a0b3e2639c3
https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/conveng.pdf
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/22070/EGR_2017.pdf

“Twenty-five years of climate policy has made most of us a little poorer,” environmental
economist Richard Tol told an audience gathered at the libertarian Cato Institute in 2015. Tol
was also a lead author on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s 2013 report.

Tol said that while climate policies made “some of us a little richer” through green energy
subsidies, policies on the books have been more about “rewarding allies with rents and subsidies
rather than emissions reduction.”

“CO?2 intensity in the economy has come down, ” said Tol, who teaches at the University of
Sussex. “But you can’t really see a trend break in 1990. It just seems that the last 20 years were
a continuation of the trends of the 20 years before.”

More recently, University of Colorado professor Roger Pielke Jr. gave a lecture in Tokyo where
he pointed out that decades of “climate diplomacy” failed to move the needle on emissions.
“Climate policy is insane,” Pielke said.

The problem: emissions continue to increase

Data: CDIAC/GCP/BP/USGS
40 : :

. L #0OnePlanetSummit
2010-17 (2017 projection)
—~ 381 +1.1%lyr 36.8 GICO,
> 2.2% over 2015
-
O .
O 341 #ParlsAgreeemggt
— 2015: 36. t
& o 2000-09 il
= 32 +3.3%lyr
§ 301
B 281
E Ll 1990-99
@ +1.1%/yr
@) 24 -
O 22 4
lY T T T T LS
1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015
Source: Global Carbon Project
anugienll)  ZE#  Colorado siide 4

POLICY RESEARCH CIRES

Echoing Tol, Pielke also pointed out how key measures of emissions — energy intensity and
carbon intensity — seemed unaffected by climate policies.


http://dailycaller.com/2015/11/03/ipcc-lead-author-25-years-of-failed-global-warming-policies-have-made-us-poorer/
https://twitter.com/RogerPielkeJr/status/962107373501366272
https://twitter.com/RogerPielkeJr/status/962107373501366272/photo/1

So, what happened?

It turns out the U.N.’s future energy predictions were based on a “fudge factor” that made taking
“action” on global warming look easier than it actually would be.

Pielke co-authored a 2008 study pointing out U.N. “decarbonization” estimates were grossly off
base. Basically, the U.N. assumed economies would naturally “decarbonize” at a faster rate than
historically occurred.

A recent study by University of Oxford researchers reaffirmed Pielke’s concerns. They found
emissions intensity “rose in the first part of the 21st century despite all major climate projections
foreseeing a decline.”


http://dailycaller.com/2017/11/13/data-the-global-economy-is-still-dependent-on-co2-emissions/
http://sciencepolicy.colorado.edu/admin/publication_files/resource-2593-2008.08.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360544217311155?via%3Dihub

