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While addressing a group of law enforcement officials Friday in Long Island, New York, 

President Donald Trump may have advocated police violence. 

"When you see these thugs being thrown into the back of a paddy wagon — you just see them 

thrown in, rough — I said, please don't be too nice," Trump said. "Like when you guys put 

somebody in the car and you’re protecting their head, you know, the way you put their hand 

over? Like, don’t hit their head and they've just killed somebody. ... I said, you can take the hand 

away, OK?" 

Many interpreted Trump's comments as advocating police violence and excessive force, which 

experts say is already a national issue. 

Back in 2010, the National Police Misconduct Reporting Project — a project of the Cato Institute 

— found the most common type of police misconduct was the use of excessive force. 

In 2015, the U.S. Department of Justice ruled the Chicago police department — one of the 

largest in the country — had "engaged in a pattern or practice of unreasonable force — including 

deadly force." 

And earlier this year, 11 national law enforcement agencies recommended police departments 

across the U.S. adopt de-escalation techniques. 

Trump's comments didn't sit well with some police departments. A couple took to social media 

to emphasize rules regarding the use of force.  

The International Association of Chiefs of Police also responded on its website, writing, "Law 

enforcement officers are trained to treat all individuals, whether they are a complainant, suspect, 

or defendant, with dignity and respect." 

Critics also took issue with other parts of Trump's speech, like this statement, which Washington 

Post reporter Philip Bump called "patently ludicrous." 

"I have to tell you, you know, the laws are so horrendously stacked against us, because for years 

and years they've been made to protect the criminal. Totally made to protect the criminal, not the 

officers," Trump said. 

https://www.policemisconduct.net/2010-npmsrp-police-misconduct-statistical-report/#_Excessive_Force
https://www.newsy.com/stories/police-orgs-push-for-de-escalation-in-use-of-force-policy/
https://theiacpblog.org/2017/07/28/statement-from-the-international-association-of-chief-of-police-on-police-use-of-force/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/politics/wp/2017/07/28/trumps-speech-encouraging-police-to-be-rough-annotated/?utm_term=.745c5282a740#annotations:12421395


Policies exist to limit police use of excessive or deadly force. But critics say the law also protects 

officers who kill in the line of duty. 

The Washington Post, which tracks officer-involved shootings, reported more than 2,500 people 

have been shot and killed by police over the past three years. But since 2005, only 80 officers 

have been arrested for on-duty fatal shootings. So far, only 28 have been convicted for murder or 

manslaughter. 

 

https://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2016-07-13/why-arent-police-held-accountable-for-shooting-black-men
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/police-shootings-2017/
http://scholarworks.bgsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1077&context=crim_just_pub

