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President Trump is getting his third national security adviser in the first 14 months of his 

presidency, Reuters reports. Current national security adviser Lt. Gen. HR McMaster is 

resigning, to be replaced by John Bolton on April 9. "I am very thankful for the service of 

General H.R. McMaster who has done an outstanding job & will always remain my friend," 

Trump tweeted Thursday. McMaster, who replaced Michael Flynn as national security adviser, is 

also resigning from the military, the New York Times reports. While McMaster and Trump butted 

heads both publicly and privately during his tenure at the White House, officials say McMaster's 

resignation is amicable and has been in the works for weeks. Officials say Trump wanted to 

finish a shakeup of his national security team before a planned meeting with North Korea's Kim 

Jong-un. 

McMaster's replacement was US ambassador to the UN under the second Bush administration 

and is "one of the most radically hawkish voices in American foreign policy," according to 

a Vox explainer on Bolton. The incoming national security adviser has said the US should 

declare war on both North Korea and Iran. Bolton, notably, has also been a longtime contributor 

on Fox News. In the past, he's been accused of abusing his subordinates and manipulating US 

intelligence ahead of the Iraq War and has connections to anti-Muslim groups. His appointment 

to national security adviser was met with concern from some areas. “I operate on the assumption 

that John Bolton should be kept as far away from the levers of foreign policy as possible,” says 

the vice president for defense and foreign policy studies at the libertarian Cato Institute. 

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-bolton/trump-ousts-mcmaster-taps-super-hawk-bolton-as-national-security-adviser-idUSKBN1GY394
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/976948306927607810
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/22/us/politics/hr-mcmaster-trump-bolton.html?smid=pl-share
http://www.newser.com/story/251857/sources-say-mcmaster-called-trump-a-dope.html
http://www.newser.com/story/251857/sources-say-mcmaster-called-trump-a-dope.html
https://www.vox.com/world/2018/3/22/17153338/john-bolton-national-security-adviser-trump-hr-mcmaster

