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There were students, doctors, lawyers, activists; in short people belong to every faction of 

society, who came out on the streets in a number of tens of thousands in Taipei, Taiwan, 

marched against “totalitarianism” what they consider China holds in the regime. Yes, it was the 

recent September 29, Taiwanese citizens packed to the streets for upholding solidarity with 

Hongkongers. 

Plebeian in Hong Kong (HK)—a former British colony—is protesting for the last four months 

against China authority. The key reason that forced them to do so was China’s authority 

intervention in the city internal affairs. The episode started since March this year, following an 

extradition bill issued by the Chief executive of HK on the edict of China. This, however, seems 

a little to the people outside to HK, but it instead has grim historical facts for Hongkongers. HK-

plebeian considered Chief executive of HK—Lam—pro-Beijing, while Mr Xi’s regime as 

despotic, who has been dreaming unified China. The current legal status of HK is linked to its 

special status enacted by China-British declaration, 1985. It was this, according to which the city 

was allotted the status of semi-autonomy with a mini-constitution. While in 1997, HK was taken 

to handover to China, the administration of China pledged to not intervene in HK internal affairs 

at least until 1947. 

However, China’ s demand from HK’s administration to issue extradition bill for a HK-man who 

has murdered his girlfriend during visit to Taiwan. HK-plebeian considered it an example of 

attack by China on its internal system and has now been protesting. At a rally, protestestors 

contended five demands: the withdrawal of extradition bill, relabeling them as rioters, assurance 

of universal suffrage to choose chief executive and legislature for the city, and lastly patently 

investigation for police violence against the demonstrators and activists. 

Are there atrocities? 

Yes: Various televised recordings shows what has been going on there: They have brutally been 

shelled, thrown gas, and fired. 

China’s view 

From the day first, China viewed it the CIA’s plot aiming to stir up people against China 

Cumminst Party’s rule or a  foreign-led campaign against the regime. 



Mark Pinkstone, an Australian journalist with 50 years of experience in Hong Kong, said, “The 

Basic Law, the constitutional document that supports ‘one country, two systems,’ provides 

freedoms of expression, speech and religion. Not one of them has been eroded since the 

handover in 1997. The current demonstrations are living proof of that.” 

According to the Human Freedom Index monitored by the Cato Institute, based in 

Washington  Hong Kong is ranked No 3, trailing only New Zealand and Switzerland. The index 

ranks 162 countries and autonomous regions based on 79 measures of personal and economic 

freedom. The US is ranked 17 as measured by the same indicators. 

The World Economic Forum published a survey of people from 25 nations who were asked if 

they thought their own government was heading in the right direction or not. The survey was 

conducted between October and November of 2016. 

China emerged leading the pack, with 90% of its citizens responding that their government was 

on the right track while only 10% thought not. The US was squarely in the middle, ranked at 13, 

with 35% of its citizens thinking their government was going in the right direction and 65% 

disagreeing. 

China’s leadership 

Once an ideological and internationally solitary state China is now transformed to a most 

advanced one under the rule of communist party. It made its intriguing appearance on the 

chessboard of international power, however, still enduring some domestic challenges–HK is one 

of them. While it claims to work towards various connectivity and cooperation based projects, 

yet do not have efficacy to let the World its way of leaderships. Its think-tanks are either  do not 

want to lead or they believe in pragmatic steps rather than bolstering theoretical ideas. Even its 

media can not counter the west propaganda and what the consequential effects are people around 

the globe hear much about it from the west. The current HK’s issue is amid the problems which 

matter more and are the real  tests of China’s leadership.    
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