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Democrats have long resorted to hyperbole in their opposition to Republican policies. 

From the 2012 attack ad showing a Paul Ryan look-alike pushing a wheelchair-bound granny off 

a cliff to Nancy Pelosi's claim that Republicans want to “take food from the mouths of children,” 

hyperbolic rhetoric has been part of the Democratic strategy. 

So, it comes as no surprise that Hillary Clinton tweeted — based on a retweet from a senior 

fellow at the Center for American Progress — that the GOP will become “the death party” if it 

passed the American Health Care Act: "Forget death panels. If Republicans pass this bill, they're 

the death party.” 

In the tweet, Topher Spiro claims thousands of people will die if Obamacare is repealed and the 

GOP healthcare bill becomes the law of the land: “NEW: From us and Harvard researchers: the 

Senate bill could result in 18,000 to 28,000 deaths in 2026.” 

In an article citing both its own research and that of Harvard researchers, Center for American 

Progress claimed that more than 200 thousand people would die from 2018 to 2026 under the 

House version of the AHCA: 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/kenrapoza/2012/08/12/liberal-group-throws-granny-off-cliff-again/#4ce7c5ef8286
http://www.theblaze.com/news/2013/08/14/pelosi-accuses-gop-of-stealing-food-from-the-mouths-of-children/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/healthcare/news/2017/06/22/434917/coverage-losses-senate-health-care-bill-result-18100-27700-additional-deaths-2026/
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On Thursday, Former President Barack Obama used the Senate version of the AHCA to launch a 

broadside against Republican efforts to repeal his “signature piece of legislation” in a lengthy 

Facebook post: 

Ironically, Obama called the AHCA a “massive transfer of wealth”: 

"The Senate bill, unveiled today, is not a health care bill, it’s a massive transfer of wealth from 

middle-class and poor families to the richest people in America.” 

Critics, including the Cato Institute, charged that “Obamacare, at it root, is about wealth 

redistribution.” 

Obama also called the Senate bill “mean”: 

"Simply put, if there’s a chance you might get sick, get old, or start a family – this bill will do 

you harm. 

And small tweaks over the course of the next couple weeks, under the guise of making these bills 

easier to stomach, cannot change the fundamental meanness at the core of this legislation." 

Hillary agreed. 

https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/healthcare/news/2017/06/22/434917/coverage-losses-senate-health-care-bill-result-18100-27700-additional-deaths-2026/
https://www.cato.org/publications/commentary/obamacare-isnt-about-health-its-about-wealth-redistribution


Senate Democrats took to the floor on Monday night for a five-hour protest against their 

Republican colleagues, charging the bill was being drafted “in secret.” 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer said the process should be “open for the American 

people to see,” apparently forgetting the immortal words of Nancy Pelosi, who in 2010 said of 

Obamacare: “We have to pass the bill so that you can see what is in it.” 

 

http://ijr.com/the-declaration/2017/06/902614-democrats-forget-pelosis-famous-obamacare-quote-blast-gop-secret-plan-senate-floor/

