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(San Diego) - Do headlines on Fox, Breitbart and Drudge about immigrant crime scare you? Do 

you want to move to safety? Then consider relocating to a big city near the Mexican border. 

It turns out that San Diego, Phoenix, Tucson, El Paso and San Antonio have crime rates well 

below the average for their size, and the two cities located right on the border have the lowest 

crime rates of the group. 

The latest annual FBI report, Crime in the United States, 2016 released on Monday, listed the 

following rates of violent crimes per 100,000 inhabitants: 

 San Diego — 377.2 

 El Paso — 390.3 

 Phoenix — 674.4 

 San Antonio — 717.6 

 Tucson — 795.4 

By comparison, the average for cities of 1 million or more population, a category that includes 

San Diego, Phoenix and San Antonio, is 729.7 violent crimes per 100,000 people. For cities 

500,000 to 999,999, where El Paso and Tucson fall, the average is 861.9 crimes per 100,000. 

Why are cities near the border relatively safer? Are the supposedly violent Mexican immigrants 

— President Tump’s infamous “They’re bringing drugs. They’re bringing crime. They’re 

rapists.”  — heading farther north? Or are immigrants less likely to commit violent crimes than 

native-born Americans? 

In fact, a frequently cited report by the libertarian Cato Institute found that immigrants are less 

likely to commit crimes and be jailed than native-born Americans. 

“Empirical studies of immigrant criminality generally find that immigrants do not increase local 

crime rates and are less likely to cause crime than their native-born peers, and that natives are 

more likely to be incarcerated than immigrants,” Cato said. 

The study went on to conclude that “even illegal immigrants are less likely to be incarcerated 

than native-born Americans.” 

http://www.foxnews.com/
http://www.breitbart.com/
http://www.drudgereport.com/
https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2016/crime-in-the-u.s.-2016/
https://object.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/pubs/pdf/immigration_brief-1.pdf
https://www.cato.org/


None of this fits the right-wing narrative of an “American carnage” brought on by illegal 

immigration. It must be “fake news.” 

Instead of carefully analyzing the numbers, the Daily Caller, Newsmax and Washington 

Examiner would rather publish stories about individual crimes committed by immigrants. Savvy 

right-wing editors know that readers will draw universal conclusions from just a few well-placed 

stories. That was President Trump’s strategy in memorializing the victims of immigrant crime 

during his election rallies. 

So where are America’s most dangerous cities? Many are in Trump country. Vice President 

Mike Pence’s Indianapolis has three times the rate of violent crime as San Diego. Des Moines in 

bright red Iowa has twice San Diego’s crime rate. And Charleston, WV, in the center of Trump’s 

revered coal country, has four times the crime rate of San Diego. 

Want to make America safer? Build the wall farther north. 

 

http://dailycaller.com/
http://www.newsmax.com/
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/

