CTR
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Former Congressman Mike Coffman, who’s now running to be mayor of Aurora, and U.S. Sen.
Cory Gardner (R-CO) sound like they are opposed to a red flag law, which allows guns to be
taken from dangerous people, but neither is shutting the door on the policy.

Both don’t like Colorado’s red-flag law, in particular, with Coffman saying it’s, “wide open to
abuse.”

Speaking on conservative radio this month, Coffman went on to “question the constitutionality of
a federal mandate on a red flag law,” stating that if it were “constitutional under the Commerce
Clause, then I think it would be horribly done. I mean, it would be done by federal law
enforcement, federal courts — the last thing we want.”

Still, Coffman left the door open for an acceptable red flag bill.

“The Cato Institute has done great work in terms of what due process ought to look like, in terms
of making sure that you protect the rights of the individual, protect the Second Amendment,”
said Coffman on air. “I think it can be done.”

Coffman’s stance appears to be similar to that of Gardner, who also trashed Colorado’s red flag
law, but went on to say on conservative radio that “you could possibly craft a bill to protect the
Constitution.”

“I don’t know that you can construct it as they wrote it in 2018 or 2019 — that way,” said
Gardner on air, referring to Colorado’s red flag bill, which was signed into law this year by
Democratic Gov. Jared Polis, after being pushed by Democrats in the state legislature.

“But what we ought to be focused on, is preventing these kinds of things — these violent acts —
in the first place, allowing law enforcement and health care providers and schools to talk to each
other,” said Gardner. “I had a round table in Grand Junction, Colorado, where we were talking
about the inability of the sheriff to communicate with the school about concerns, or safety
concerns or mental health concerns of an individual in the school system or health care system.
And so, I think that’s where we ought to focus on, and eliminate the concern that we’re
trampling on the Constitution by trying to take an anti-constitutional measure forward.”
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In other recent appearances, Gardner has said he needs to study red flag legislation—but after the
El Paso shooting, he said, “I don’t support gun control.”
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