/\ THE UTAH

STATESMAN

Letter to the Editor: Who are the refugees?

Jack Harris, Sierra Benson, and Kevin Brown
October 29, 2018
refugee (re-fya-'jé) noun: one that flees (Merriam-Webster)

In September 2018, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo announced the United States’ intention to
lower its refugee admissions cap to 30,000 people per year, the lowest it’s been since the passage
of the 1980 Refugee Act (Davis). Given the current world refugee count of over 25 million, a
decision like this requires significant justification (UNHCR). The admissions cap was lowered
upon the assumption that by allowing middle-eastern people into the country, we risk opening
our doors to ISIS and other terrorist groups. Through our research, we have discovered very little
evidence that terrorism is entering America through our refugee program. However, we have
learned a great deal about the various ways Americans have been led to believe that it is.

One of those ways is through the political rhetoric of our day. People of the Middle East and
members of the Islamic religion have long been associated with terrorism in the US. As a result,
refugees have been slandered regularly by our nation’s president Donald Trump. Trump’s anti-
immigration goals were made clear early on in the presidential race beginning in 2015. His
efforts in advancing this goal were largely comprised of attacks on the character of refugees in
general, stating that he believed many of them were “ISIS aligned” and that this was “going to be
the great Trojan Horse” (CNBC).

This technique was apparently effective. According to a recent PEW research study, among the
members of Trump’s party suspicion of the Islamic religion as violent has risen gradually since
the start of the presidential race in 2015 to reach an all-time high of 70% at the end of 2016. The
data in this study represent a general mistrust of refugees held by many Americans. The political
rhetoric of recent years has been a factor in maintaining that suspicion, but it has not been the
initial cause of it.

Terrorism and Muslim extremists have given media and news organizations some of their
biggest stories in recent history, and the effects among Americans have been considerable. In
2014 terrorist attacks increased by nearly 35% worldwide (BBC News Report), the resulting
spike in negative perceptions of Muslims was extreme among Americans surveyed by PEW
Research Center’s Religion and Public Life Project.



As terrorism has occurred, America has always taken steps to prevent its continuing occurrence.
However, in the face of the greatest humanitarian crisis since World War 11, a closed door policy
may turn out to be an unnecessary precaution. Every refugee entering the US legally must pass
through an intensive vetting process that will generally take over three years, and Alex
Nowrasteh of the Cato Institute argues that there won’t be many ISIS soldiers willing to spend
three years in a refugee camp with a less than 1% chance of ever entering the US when “almost
any other option to do so is easier, cheaper, and quicker.” The statistics prove him right. In fact,
of the 859,629 refugees who have legally entered the US since September 11th 2001, only 3 have
been arrested for terrorist acts and none were successfully carried out (Nowrasteh). The
arguments for lowering the refugee admissions cap based on security fall apart upon that
concept.

In conclusion, by preventing refugees from entering the country, we have not prevented terrorists
from entering the country. We have only turned our back on 25 million desperate people who we
could easily have helped (UNHCR). With the opportunity to support these people in need
through carefully considered votes, Americans have the capacity to make a powerful impact on
refugees’ lives by helping them enter the gates of safety.



