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The Trump administration this week capped the number of refugees that the U.S. would consider 

resettling in 2019 at a historic low. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo announced that the ceiling 

would be set at 30,000, a huge drop from the 2018 cap of 45,000, which had already been 

decried by refugee advocates as irresponsibly low in a time of great global upheaval and 

humanitarian crisis. 

And that’s only the cap. The Associate Press reported that with only two weeks left in this fiscal 

year, the U.S. had admitted only 20,918 refugees, while the UN High Commissioner on 

Refugees reported that there were 25.4 million refugees last year. 

Pompeo’s announcement this week was greeted with dismay and denunciations from public 

officials, humanitarian organizations, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, and even the 

Libertarian CATO Institute. 

But anti-immigration activist Mark Krikorian of the Center for Immigration Studies, who has 

argued that refugee resettlement is “immoral,” called the criticism “hyperbole.” From 

Krikorian’s Tuesday column in National Review: 

Critics have engaged in the usual hyperbole: “shameful abdication of our humanity” which “will 

lead to innocent people dying.” I’m sure they’re sincere in the outrage, but that doesn’t mean 

they’re correct. The refugee-resettlement contractors — whom the State Department pays by the 

head for each refugee admitted — have pushed for a ceiling of 75,000, a little more than double 

the announced number. But would that really make any difference? There are 25 million 

refugees in the world, plus another 40 million people displaced within their own countries — any 

politically plausible numbers of admissions is a drop in the ocean. 

Breitbart jumped in with a headline seemingly designed to give Trump supporters a reason to 

cheer the move: “Trump Boosts Christian Share of Refugees Up to 71 Percent.” Breitbart 

reported that the Trump administration “raised the Christian share of the refugee inflow from 

under 50 percent in 2016 up to 71 percent in 2018.” Breitbart emphasized that Trump was 

slamming the door on Muslim Refugees: 

The Christian share rose as Muslim refugee resettlement was cut by more than 92 percent 

compared to former President Obama’s 2016 resettlement total. The Muslim share dropped from 

50 percent to 15 percent. 

https://www.actionnewsjax.com/news/politics/us-again-slashing-number-of-refugees-it-will-accept/836564667
https://www.ncronline.org/news/people/advocates-decry-historically-low-cap-refugee-entry-2019
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/577d437bf5e231586a7055a9/t/5b6c72758a922d83a727fc36/1533833845935/State+Local+Leader+Letter_+FY2019+Refugee+Admissions.9Aug2018.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/577d437bf5e231586a7055a9/t/5b6c72758a922d83a727fc36/1533833845935/State+Local+Leader+Letter_+FY2019+Refugee+Admissions.9Aug2018.pdf
http://www.rcusa.org/blog/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/historic-low-on-us-refugee-cap-lamented-as-deeply-disturbing-81614
https://www.actionnewsjax.com/news/politics/us-again-slashing-number-of-refugees-it-will-accept/836564667
https://www.actionnewsjax.com/news/politics/us-again-slashing-number-of-refugees-it-will-accept/836564667
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/people/mark-krikorian/
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/organizations/center-for-immigration-studies/
https://www.nationalreview.com/2015/11/refugee-resettlement-immoral/
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/refugee-admissions-likely-to-rise/
https://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2018/09/18/trump-boosts-christian-share-of-refugees-up-to-71-percent/


Since the beginning of 2018, Trump’s Department of State has admitted 2,341 Muslim refugees 

to the United States. In 2016, Obama admitted 30,201 Muslim refugees for settlement across the 

U.S. 

Breitbart, of course, did not note that the actual number of Christian refugees resettled in the 

U.S. has dropped under Trump because the overall number plummeted so dramatically. As Mike 

Allen noted at Axios, “The Trump administration has vowed to protect persecuted Christians 

around the world” and “Vice President Mike Pence even pressured the U.S. Agency for 

International Development to specifically allocate millions of dollars for groups that help 

persecuted communities in Iraq”: 

But Christian refugees have faced increased rejection due to President Trump’s lowering of the 

refugee cap. 

The number of Christian refugees admitted to the U.S. dropped by more than 40% over the last 

year. One group of Iranian Christians who have been stranded in Austria have sued the 

administration as religious minorities. 

 

https://www.axios.com/newsletters/axios-pm-9f331b4e-55aa-46e6-a301-4d10f42a5541.html?chunk=0#story0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/under-pressure-from-pence-us-aid-directed-to-christian-yazidi-communities-in-iraq/2018/06/15/815d8e60-6f4c-11e8-afd5-778aca903bbe_story.html?utm_term=.19d3a1281084
https://www.axios.com/trump-expected-to-dramatically-lower-refugee-intake-1513305749-19406d04-63d1-4278-abd9-9d8b92f80f9c.html
https://www.axios.com/trump-expected-to-dramatically-lower-refugee-intake-1513305749-19406d04-63d1-4278-abd9-9d8b92f80f9c.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/immigration/despite-trump-s-promise-protect-them-christian-refugees-struggle-enter-n908501
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/immigration/despite-trump-s-promise-protect-them-christian-refugees-struggle-enter-n908501
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/08/trump-refugees-iran-christians/566534/

