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Donald Trump says federal judges ruling against his
'Muslim ban" are 'political’

‘Even a bad high school student would understand this’, the President said
Rachael Revesz
February 8, 2017

Donald Trump insisted that the Muslim ban was written "perfectly” and the federal judges who
oppose it were motivated by politics.

His executive order to ban nearly all travellers from seven Muslim-majority countries, which
prompted widespread protests, was temporarily halted after eight days by federal judge James
Robart in Seattle.

Mr Trump read out the wording of the executive order to the National Sheriffs' Association on
Wednesday morning, insisting it was written clearly. He railed against the opposing judge's
arguments.

"I watched last night with amazement and I heard things that I couldn’t believe," said Mr Trump.

"Things that really have nothing to do with what I just read. I don’t want to call the courts bias.

"But courts seem to be so political and it would be so great for our justice system if they would
be able to read a statement and do what's right. And that has to do with the security of our
country.

The President was angry that his emergency appeal to overturn Judge James Robart’s ruling was
denied. He has now threatened to take the case to the Supreme Court.

“A bad high school student would understand this. Anybody would understand this,” he claimed,
after reading out the wording of the order to the crowd.

"It’s as plain as you can have it," he added.
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"I was a good student. I understand things. I comprehend very well, better than | think almost
anybody," he said.

He argued the order was "correct, not politically correct”, and it was important for national
security, to stop an influx of people who want to "do harm" to the US.

A Cato Institute study found that no Syrian refugee had even been charged with the intent of
carrying out a terrorist attack on US soil in more than four decades, and 17 people from the six
other countries had been charged with such an intent. No one died as a result of a terrorist attack
plotted or carried out by anyone from the seven nations on Mr Trump's hit list.

"It couldn’t have been written any more precisely," said the President. "It’s not like ‘oh gee, we
wish it was written better'. It was written beautifully.”

A court hearing this week saw a Justice Department lawyer and a federal court lawyer battle it
out over the ban and a decision is expected this week.

Regardless of the ruling, the case will likely end up in the nation's highest court.
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