
 

Biden Joins Mounting Support for Democrat Debate 

on Climate Change 

Democrat frontrunner Joe Biden told supporters in Iowa on Tuesday he supports having a 

primary debate focused solely on climate change. 
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The topic came up during Biden’s brief discussion with a Greenpeace activist. Biden said he is 

“all in.” 

“That’s what we should be doing,” Biden said, according to the Washington Post. “I’m all in, 

man. Take a look at what I’m talking about – and by the way, the first climate change plan in the 

history of the Congress? Biden.” 

A number of Democrat candidates are making climate change cornerstones of their campaigns. 

In early June, Biden released his plan to combat climate change, calling the Green New Deal 

“crucial framework.” 

The proposal read in part: 

Biden believes the Green New Deal is a crucial framework for meeting the climate challenges 

we face. It powerfully captures two basic truths, which are at the core of his plan: (1) the United 

States urgently needs to embrace greater ambition on an epic scale to meet the scope of this 

challenge, and (2) our environment and our economy are completely and totally connected. 

Biden’s plan involves spending $1.7 trillion in clean energy investments, achieving a 100 percent 

“clean energy economy” and reaching a net-zero greenhouse emissions goal by 2050. He plans 

to pay for this, in part, by reversing President Trump’s successful tax cuts. 

The Biden plan will be paid for by reversing the excesses of the Trump tax cuts for corporations, 

reducing incentives for tax havens, evasion, and outsourcing, ensuring corporations pay their fair 

share, closing other loopholes in our tax code that reward wealth not work, and ending subsidies 

for fossil fuels. 

As Breitbart News reported: “The plan calls for every new light and medium duty vehicle sold in 

America to be electric, banning new oil and gas permits on public lands and doubling offshore 

wind energy production by 2030.” 

The effectiveness of Biden’s proposal has been called into question. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/biden-joins-the-call-for-a-democratic-candidates-debate-on-climate-change/2019/06/11/fa35748a-8c90-11e9-adf3-f70f78c156e8_story.html?utm_term=.4c90b60c15e5
https://joebiden.com/Climate/
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2019/06/04/joe-biden-endorses-framework-of-green-new-deal-in-bold-climate-change-plan/


“One report from the libertarian Cato Institute found that such a proposal would prevent 

warming by 0.137 degrees Celsius by 2100,” USA Today reported. 

Biden’s plan has been ripped by Green New Deal advocate Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, who 

supports Washington Gov. Jay Inslee’s (D) plan, calling it the “gold standard.” It promises 100 

percent renewable energy by 2035. 

“I do think that Jay Inslee’s plan is a phenomenal blueprint and example of where we need to go. 

It’s got the scale, the jobs and justice,” Ocasio-Cortez said, according to the Hill. 

 “Scientifically, anything that is less than helping us cut carbon emissions in half by 2030 is 

going to be too late,” she added. 

Biden is one of many candidates to step up and call for a debate solely on climate change. Sen. 

Elizabeth Warren (D-MA), Beto O’Rourke (D), Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT), and Sen. Kirsten 

Gillibrand (D-NY) have expressed support for such a debate. The Democratic National 

Committee, however, has not been receptive to hosting a debate focusing primarily on one issue. 

“It’s just not practical,”DNC Chairman Tom Perez told a group in Orlando. “As someone who 

worked for Barack Obama, the most remarkable thing about him was his tenacity to multitask, 

and a president must be able to multitask.” 

Some Democrat candidates– especially Inslee, who practically built his campaign on the single 

issue of climate change– are calling for the DNC to step up. 

“The Democratic Party has an opportunity to host a debate and to send a clear message that we 

are the party of climate solutions,” Inslee said in a statement. 

“I’m calling on Chairman Perez to reconsider his decision, and on every 2020 candidate to 

clearly voice their opposition to the DNC’s decision to silence a climate debate,” the statement 

continued. 

A recent Pew Research Survey revealed that less than half–46 percent– of U.S. adults view 

climate change as a “very big problem” in the country. Climate change fell behind violent crime 

(49 percent), the fake news epidemic (50 percent), the gap between the rich and poor (51 

percent), operations of the U.S. political system (52 percent), affordability of health care (67 

percent), and drug abuse (70 percent). 

The poll covered 6,127 U.S. adults who were surveyed between February 19 and March 4, 2019. 

 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2019/06/12/joe-biden-radical-green-new-deal-plan-moderate-column/1365919001/
https://www.breitbart.com/2020-election/2019/06/04/aoc-pans-joe-biden-climate-change-plan-praises-jay-inslees/
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2019/06/06/70-americans-view-drug-addiction-top-big-problem-country/

