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The promise that with hard work anyone in the United States can pursue their dreams and 

achieve success continues to attract large numbers of immigrants from around the world. Around 

one million are admitted as lawful permanent residents each year. Under the administration of 

President Donald Trump, however, the United States has become considerably less welcoming 

and safe for immigrants and refugees. 

While the United States has long been one of the largest destinations of immigrants in the world, 

this is not the case for refugees. The United States accepted 146,158 refugees in 1975. Annual 

refugee admissions peaked in 1980 at 207,116 after a resettlement program during the American-

led air strikes on Kosovo. Since then, annual refugee admissions have remained well below 1980 

levels. Less than 100,000 refugees have been admitted to the United States each year since 1995. 

Because foreigners seeking employment and eventually citizenship in the United States almost 

always choose communities where they have families or friends, certain areas of the country 

continue to attract greater numbers of immigrants than others. The annual flow of green card-

holding residents tends to be higher in states with larger foreign-born populations nearly without 

exception. 

Using data published annually by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 24/7 Wall St. 

reviewed the number of green cards issued per capita in 2016 in each state. 

Trump and his supporters have proposed numerous policy changes to U.S. immigration law. In 

the most publicized effort, Trump signed on Feb. 3, 2017 an executive order that banned U.S. 

visa-holders from seven “high risk” countries from entering the country. Trump’s justification 

for the order was security concerns, but the order seemed more targeted at lowering the influx of 

immigrants and refugees from these Muslim-majority nations. Between 1975 and the end of 

2015, foreigners from these seven nations killed zero Americans on U.S. soil in terrorist attacks, 

according to a recent publication from the right-leaning think tank Cato Institute. 



The travel ban order unleashed chaos as protests erupted and travelers were detained at airports 

across the country. The administration tweaked the order several times as courts have repeatedly 

blocked it on grounds that current immigration law prohibits discrimination based on nationality. 

The Supreme Court allowed the ban to mostly take effect at the end of 2017. The court’s orders 

permitted the full enforcement of the new restrictions on travel from eight nations, exempting 

close relatives of people residing in the United States. Now, most citizens of Iran, Libya, Syria, 

Yemen, Somalia, Chad, and North Korea, as well as some people from Venezuela, will continue 

to be barred from entering the country. 

And the saga continues to unfold. The Supreme Court will hear arguments in April and is 

expected to make a final ruling by July on the latest version of the travel ban. The rules 

governing immigration to the United States will likely remain unclear until then. 

To identify the states issuing the most green cards, 24/7 Wall St. reviewed the number of green 

cards issued in 2016 to residents of each state from the report, Yearbook of Immigration 

Statistics: 2016, published in 2017 by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Office of 

Immigration Statistics. To compare states, we adjusted the number of green cards issued in 2016 

to each state’s population. The population of foreign-born people in each state and the most 

common country of origin for each state’s foreign born population are from the 2016 American 

Community Survey (ACS) 5-Year estimates. 

 


