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Friedrich Hayek famously noted how the word “social” as an adjective effectively means “not”
— so that social science is not really science, and social climbing is not really climbing, and of
course social justice is not really justice at all.

That came to mind as | read George Leef’s column about a case now being presented to the
Rhode Island state supreme court, in which a student at a state school is being denied the
opportunity to pursue his degree in social work, because of an unwillingness to advocate for the
right kind of social change, all in the name of social justice. Well, social justice or not, there are
some First Amendment problems here, and the Cato Institute, National Association of Scholars,
and Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE) have filed an amicus brief urging the
court to take the case.



http://www.forbes.com/sites/georgeleef/2017/01/22/student-sues-college-over-social-justice-activism-mandate/#1a344fb73373
https://d28htnjz2elwuj.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/28100554/fire-cato-nas-amici-brief.pdf

