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On Friday while speaking at the Faith and Freedom Conference in Washington, Rep. Lynn 

Westmoreland (R-GA) floated the idea of a government shutdown similar to that of 1995 

during the fight over the budget with Bill Clinton if Republicans win back the House of 

Representatives: 

Westmoreland said his caucus — presuming it takes control of the House come November — 

aims to pass spending bills that Obama is likely to veto. He predicted Republicans would not 

be able to override such a veto, creating a standoff that could cause Congress to grind to a 

halt. 

“If the government shuts down, we want you with us,” he said. 

The congressman recalled a similar shutdown that took place in 1995, when Newt 

Gingrich — also a speaker at the conference — was serving as House speaker. A future 

standstill could temporarily close national parks or delay payments from the government, 

Westmoreland speculated. 

“We have put Band-Aids on some things that need to be cleaned out,” he said. “That is going 

to take some pain. There’s going to have to be some pain for us to do some things that we’ve 

got to do to right the ship.” 

Some more moderate Republicans will say that a government shutdown will hurt 

Republicans, pointing to electoral consequences some members faced in 1996 after the 

budget fight with Clinton. As Stephen Slivinski noted while discussing his book, Buck Wild: 

How Republicans Broke the Bank and Became the Party of Big Government, during a 

forum at the Cato Institute (about 14:45 into the audio), the GOP didn’t lose seats because of 

the shutdown: 

Conventional wisdom is that Republicans have nothing to show for that but a political black 

eye. But in retrospect, a lot of observers aren’t so sure. Bob Walker, a former Congressman 

of Pennsylvania and one of Newt Gingrich’s closest allies, told reporter Major Garrett of Fox 

News, he said, “Did we lose an election as a result of this [meaning the government 

shutdown]? No. Is there anything that really bad that happened congressionally because of 

the fact that we shut the government down? No.” 

After looking at the election results of the ‘96 congressional election, in that election the GOP 

lost about a net two seats in the House, Linda Killian, who is a reporter for National Public 

Radio, certainly no redoubt Republican apologist, concluded the election really can’t be seen 

as a repudiation of the ‘94 revolution. The dozen freshman or so who lost in their specifc 

races did so for the reason that most candidates lose, they really weren’t that good as 

candidates. In fact, if you look at the freshman that were the most hardcore on cutting 

spending, they actually increased their vote totals. That’s especially astonishing since, one, 

Clinton was actually able to gain traction politcally in those specific districts and labor 

unions actually spent about $35 million trying unseat many of the GOP reformers. 

And so, in light of these seeminly impossible odds, the budget cutters were the ones that 

actually ended up prevailing in larger and larger portions in terms of vote share in the ‘96 

election. 

I like what Rep. Westmoreland, who was my Congressman until a few years ago, is saying 

here. For months I’ve been pushing the idea of gridlock in government. A Republican-

controlled Congress with Republicans willing to actually embrace the fiscal ideas they 

campaign on and if the tea party movement sticks around and holds the GOP accountable, 

doing what Matt Kibbe recently said they had to do when and if the GOP took back control. 
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