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Democrats in Washington went after Minnesota Gov. Tim
Pawlenty (R) on Monday, saying the 2012 hopeful lacks credibility on fiscal
issues.

The Democratic National Committee (DNC) seized on an op-ed written by
Pawlenty in which he reiterated a claim that the government's budget, the latest
iteration of which was released this morning, resembles a "Ponzi scheme."

The DNC pointed to Pawlenty's record as governor, though, saying he's been far
from the model of fiscal discipline.

"After having increased
spending as Governor, Tim
Pawlenty should be worried
about turning off his spigot of
naked hypocrisy and blatant
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he washes away what little
credibility he has left," said
DNC spokesman Hari
Sevugan.
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Among other things in

Pawlenty's record, the DNC
pointed to deficits projected in out years after Pawlenty leaves office in 2013, as
well as the libertarian Cato Institute's "C" grade in its 2006 report card on
governors' fiscal records.

"On a day when President Obama proposes more unsustainable deficit
spending, it's beyond hypocritical for the DNC to attack a governor who has
successfully balanced his state's budget every year without raising taxes," said
Alex Conant, a spokesman for Pawlenty's Freedom First PAC. "While President
Obama talks a lot about fiscal responsibility, Governor Pawlenty's actually cut
spending."

(Pawlenty's camp also notes that Cato gave the governor a more favorable rating for
recent years' actions.)

The DNC's jab toward the Minnesota Republican comes as President Barack
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Obama released a $3.8 trillion budget for 2010, which is projected to leave a

$1.27 deficit -- a likely topic of many GOP attacks.

Among those critics of the president's budget are a bevy of potential Republican

candidates for president in 2012, including Pawlenty.

This post was updated at 12:32 p.m.

Add Comment

Name (required)

E-Mail (will not be published) (required)

Your Comments

Submit Comment Clear

Search TheHill.com

The Hill Archives: Senate | House | Administration | Campaign | Business &

Lobbying | Capital Living | Opinion

View News by Subject:

Defense & Homeland Security | Energy & Environment | Healthcare | Finance &
Economy | Technology | Foreign Policy | Labor | Transportation & Infrastructure

http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/79029-democrats-go-aft...

KEY BLOGS

What they are saying today ...

Huffington Post

R&B star Beyonce's record six Grammy wins on
Sunday banners Huffington Post. The U.S. will
enact major financial regulatory reforms by this
spring, said House Financial Services Committee
Chairman Barney Frank (D-Mass.) at the Davos
economic forum this weekend. ... Read More »

Drudge Report

The U.S. has raised the stakes on Iran by sending
more ships and missiles to Middle East allies, says
the Guardian story headlining Drudge. Former
House Speaker Newt Gingrich's (R-Ga.)
appearance in New Hampshire earns a mention on
Drudge. ... Read More »

AMERICADblog

More information has been revealed about the
Iraq War that could hurt former British Prime
Minister Tony Blair's standing even further, argues
Chris in Paris. World leaders will not craft a global
climate deal this year, says Chris in Paris. ... Read
More »

Ezra Klein

Klein notes that this Congress could be one of the
most productive ever, if only bills that the House
passed were signed into law. Despite the fact that
it was a fantastic speech, Obama lost the argument
in his State of the Union address when it comes to
the economy, jobs and deficits, Klein says. ... Read
More »

Townhall

Can the Tea Party and GOP find common ground?
Chris Field gives us the answer. Mike Brownfield
says that the House Republicans did an excellent
job dictating the tempo at their question and
answer session with President Barack Obama this
weekend. ... Read More »

Hot Air

Slublog asks if President Barack Obama's religious
supporters are jumping ship. King Banaian
criticizes the thinking behind Obama'’s State of the
Union address. ... Read More »

Blog Summaries Archive »

MORE NEWS HEADLINES

e Clyburn: 'We've got to spend our way out of this
recession’

e Appropriations chairman eyes defense cuts

e Former justice to run against Rahall

More News Headlines »
B News News RSS feed »

THE HILL

BLOGS

BRIEFING ROOM

e Clyburn: 'We've got to spend our way out of
this recession’

e Obey says defense and security cuts possible

e Democrats go after Pawlenty's credibility to
bash the budget

2/1/2010 1:18 PM



