Why liberalsarerising up against the
Koch brothers

Guy Adams on the loathed billionaire Republican®wiant to shape America'’s future
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The 'Koch Busters Rally' on Sunday was a protesinaja gathering of elite Republican
donors organised by the billionaire Koch broth@isarles and David

The airship was the very last thing Charles andidD&woch expected when they arranged
for 200 of their most wealthy and influential frasito spend the weekend in the desert
east of Los Angeles.

Sponsored by Greenpeace, it hovered over the Iispaywvhere they had gathered. On its
side were pictures of the billionaire brothers glovith a words "dirty money".

Then there was the angry mob. Around a 1,000 litzenivists spent Saturday and
Sunday outside the gates of the Rancho MiragefPalan Springs. Most waved placards
condemning "corporate greed" and "crimes agairesettvironment"”. By close of play,
25 had been arrested, for trespassing.

It was a circus all right. But a fascinating andtejpossibly game-changing one: the
trade unionists, environmentalists and assortegsedssembled outside the resort were
staging the first major public protest againstkloeh Brothers. They are two of the most
influential men who, until now, you may very welve never heard of.

The secretive brothers, aged 75 and 70, haveaftoltune of around $35billion (£22bn)
through their firm Kochindustries which has oil, timber, chemical and other energy
interests and is the second-largest privately-betdpany in the United States. Much of



that money is quietly spent supporting politicav@achacy groups which advance what
critics call a radical right-wing agenda.

In recent years, the Koch Brothers have given eémsillions of dollars to Republican
candidates. Millions more of their dollars haverbgesen to think tanks such as the Cato
Institute and Heritage Foundation, and lobbyingaorgations like the UShamber of
CommerceThey have also helped bankroll dozens of clevedymed pressure groups,
including Americans for Prosperity and the Insetédr Justice.

Most organisations which benefit from the Kochsyésse have one thing in common:
they help advance an unflinching brand of libeag@artonservatism. Some lobby against
environmental regulation, or seek to undermine ipyi@rception of the threat of climate
change, others battle taxes, trade unions and B&bhama's healthcare reforms.

Many play a crucial role in organising tiiea Partythe headline-prone right-wing
movement which likes to tout its "grass-roots" enials.

Until recently, the Brothers have operated largelthe shadows. But now questions
have begun to be asked about their growing rofmulslic affairs. Before November's
mid-term elections, the New Yorker ran a lengthyestigative article detailing their
"war on Obama". It quoted Greenpeace calling theari'kkingpin of climate science
denial" and described the ideological network thesside over as the "Kochtopus."

Ever since, public interest in Charles and DavialKe affairs has been quietly brewing;
and when the New York Times revealed in Octoberttieey had booked the entire
Rancho Mirage resort for one of their twice-yeayitherings of the wealthy and the
influential, the seeds of the weekend's protesewen.

A leaked invitation to the retreat, which finishgekterday, informed guests that they
were meeting "to review strategies for combatirgriultitude of public policies that
threaten to destroy America as we know it". Thesecalyptic threats included "climate
change alarmism and the move to socialised heait' cas well as "the regulatory
assault on energy". In his covering note on thé@ation Charles asked: "If not us, who?
If not now, when?"

As news of the event spread, a loose collectivefoét groups — including Greenpeace,
several trade unions and citizen's lobby group Com@ause — seized the opportunity to
stage a public protest at what it sees as the malfpence of the Koch Brothers and
their wealthy friends, who they believe are primtiyp motivated by a desire to advance
political causes from which their businesses wikctly profit.

The scene outside the gates of the Rancho Mirathe ateekend therefore became a
perfect metaphor for America's polarised politieaVironment. As protesters jeered and
rolling-news cameras filmed, 200-odd guests, wintuthed Eric Cantor, the Republican
House Leader, arrived in SUVs with blacked-out wawd. Although most of the
delegates succeeded in maintaining anonymity, pusviorm suggests their number



included captains of industry, financiers, business, Republicapoliticiansand a small
but influential handful of right-wing journalists.

Last year, the guest list for a similar gathering Kochs staged in Aspen was leaked. It
included the Fox News pundit Glenn Beck, along Witarence Thomas and Antonin
Scalia, two Supreme Court judges who have beemateatthe institution's lurch to the
right, and recently voted to reform electoral finamaws allowing corporations to
secretly give unlimited funds to candidates of tiebioosing.

Many of the protesters on Sunday cited Thomas &atléas the reasons they had turned
out, saying they wanted to now demonstrate agaorgorate efforts to "buy" leverage
among politicians and the judiciary.

"You don't very often get a chance to be acrosstieet from a bunch of billionaires
who are scheming to do things against our demog¢raaid Kathy Clearly, a retired
schoolteacher. A spokesman for Common Cause atitied Koch Brothers embody this
ability to tap vast corporate profits and influemqa#icies that undermine the public
welfare."

Defenders of the event accused the protestersevhpting to stifle free speech. Koch
spokesman Nancy Pfotenhauer told reporters theimgegas merely an attempt by some
of America's greatest "philanthropists and job el to "share a common belief that
the current level ofjovernment spending our nation is simply unsustainable".




