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Darfur activism had negative
consequences: report

(Reuters) - Activists concerned about the situation in
Darfur detracted attention and aid from other African
conflicts, a U.S.-based foundation said Wednesday.
WORLD

Darfur's rebellion, which sparked the world's largest aid operation and the
largest U.N.-funded peacekeeping mission, has attracted unprecedented
attention for an African conflict.

"There is no doubt that American activists were able to bring attention to
the conflict in Darfur," a report by the U.S.-based Cato Institute said.

"Even so, their efforts had negative consequences ... the diversion of
public attention from other wars of great scale and longevity," it said, citing
Democratic Republic of Congo.

Darfur activists were not immediately available to comment.

The report said activist groups failed to recognize the change in the scale
and nature of Darfur's conflict, saying genocide was ongoing while fighting
had largely subsided since the 2003-2004 height of the counter-
insurgency, which impacted on U.S. policy and took the focus off a key
peace process.
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"They helped shift U.S. diplomatic emphasis away from the peacemaking process and from

atrocities committed by rebel groups," the report added.

Mostly non-Arab rebels took up arms in early 2003 accusing Khartoum of neglecting the remote

region. The United Nations estimates 300,000 people died in the ensuing humanitarian crisis after

some 2 million Darfuris fled the fighting.

Darfur has become anarchic with rebel splits, pro-government militias disillusioned with Khartoum
and weapons available allowing attackers, kidnappers and bandits to enjoy almost complete

impunity due to a breakdown in law and order.

The Cato report argues that was because of a lack of a comprehensive peace deal, and blamed

lobbyists for diverting Washington's focus away from peace talks and toward sending in

international peacekeepers.

A joint U.N.-African Union peacekeeping mission, a compromise after Khartoum rejected the U.N.
Security Council resolution authorizing a full U.N. takeover of faltering African Union troops in
Darfur, began to deploy on December 31, 2007. Today the force is almost at 80 percent strength.

"The increase of international troops in Darfur did not reduce the problem of banditry or improve

1/3



6/2/2010

swimmers over oil
01 Jun 2010

8. Apple's Steve Jobs finds Foxconn deaths
"troubling"”
2:27am EDT

9. Japan PM Hatoyama resigns | VIDEO
10:09am EDT

10. Global stocks and oil rebound after U.S. home
sales data | VIDEO
1:00pm EDT

Auto sales tick higher but caution lingers
Ford to announce plans to drop Mercury: source
Pending home sales race to 6-month high

AT&T to end unlimited use mobile data plan

reuters.com/.../idUSTRE6514XR20100...

Buffett distances himself from
rating agencies

NEW Y ORK (Reuters) - Billionaire investor Warren
Buffett distanced himself from embattled credit
rating agencies, saying they have lost some of their
appeal as an investment amid criticism over their
role in propelling the financial crisis.

Darfur activism had negative consequ...
access to the affected population,” the report said, adding:

"In fact humanitarian access to affected areas worsened after the United Nations began to deploy
troops."

Peace talks in Qatar are stalled as the most militarily powerful Darfur rebel Justice and Equality
Movement (JEM) withdrew, citing continuous government bombardment of its areas.

(Reporting by Opheera McDoom)
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BP robot hits snag Flotilla raid may boost al Qaeda

The blade of BP's undersea robot became Outrage at a lethal Israeli raid on a Gaza aid
stuck inside the pipe during a risky operation flotilla could radicalize otherw ise passive al
to funnel oil to the surface, w hile the slick Qaeda sympathisers in Western-based
crept tow ards Florida's coastline. Muslim communities into active participation,
Full Article | Infographic experts say. Full Article | Video
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