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Web Wealth: Social Insecurity 

By Reid Kanaley  
Inquirer Columnist 

Recent hot debate over the solvency of 
Social Security sent us in search of sites 

that help explain if the mammoth retirement 
program that millions depend on for old-age 
income is healthy. 

Fact check.In this "fact check" article, the 
liberal-leaning Economic Policy Institute says no, 
the Social Security system isn't broke. But we 
should fix it. Social Security is only running a 
primary deficit. How that differs from, say, a 
secondary or tertiary deficit, or why it's no big 
deal, is not quite clear. But the EPI says higher 
taxes are the long-term remedy. 

http://go.philly.com/security1 

Private option?We thought the "private option" - a plan to let individuals invest some or all of their 
Social Security money on their own - was dead, considering recent horrors of the stock market. But 
the libertarian Cato Institute says managers of a system that has promised $17.5 trillion more than it 
can pay in benefits still should be considering this alternative. 

www.socialsecurity.org 

Trust report. The trustees of Social Security issue an annual report on the status of the trust funds. 
The most recent report, from May 2009, is here. There's a rosy conclusion: "With informed 
discussion, creative thinking, and timely legislative action, present and future Congresses and 
Presidents can ensure that Social Security continues to protect future generations." Yet, the report 
suggests as a fix "immediate and permanent" tax hikes or benefit reductions, or a $5.3 trillion cash 
infusion, or some combination of those remedies. 

http://go.philly.com/security2 

Happy birthday. Social Security turns 75 this year, and the National Academy of Social Insurance is 
planning a party. OK, it's not a party; it's a June forum "to celebrate the legacy and vision" of the 
program. You can sign up to attend here. 

http://go.philly.com/security3 

Social Security. Whether it stays or goes, Social Security, for now, provides a growing list of online 
features that allow you to estimate your future benefits, apply for benefits, or report fraud and abuse 
of the system. 

www.ssa.gov 

Contact staff writer Reid Kanaley at 215-854-5114 or rkanaley@phillynews.com. 

The Social Security Web site offers a growing list of 
online features that allow people to estimate future 
benefits and more. Social Security turns 75 this 
year and a forum is planned to celebrate its legacy.  
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The men who keep 
the 'talking books' 
talking  
Christian D. Charron 
retired from General 
Electric in 1995 as chief 
engineer and technical 
director of a classified 
program. His work 
required him to master 
a variety of intense 
jobs, including fixing 
orbiting satellites.  

Brady meets 
with striking Temple hospital union  

Phila. to sell $391M in bonds  

Comcast to provide 3D golf coverage  
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Financial Literacy Month: Test your 
financial IQ  
Even the most financially savvy have had their 
knowledge tested as the Great Recession led to a 
call for a complete overhaul of the financial system. 
But the basics are the basics. Are you up to taking 
a short quiz to test your knowledge of some key 
aspects of sound money management?  

PhillyDeals: Inflation this summer?  

10 tax tips for the unemployed  

How to pay taxes on 401(k) spending - and 
pig sales  
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Why are we asking you to register? We've made some changes to the 
Philly.com commenting system to increase the quality of the user 
experience and dialogue, and reduce the number of inappropriate or 
offensive posts. You're now required to have a registered username 
and account before adding a comment. This will improve the comments 
for everyone. We apologize for the inconvenience. Join the 
conversation! 
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Spotlight Deal 
 
2007 Nissan Altima 
 
$18,999 
 
Colonial Nissan 
(866) 644-9582 

'06 GMC Sierra 1500  
$17,750 
'03 Porsche 911 Turbo 
$53,999 
'08 Subaru Legacy 25i 
$16,950 
'08 Subaru Tribeca Limited 7-
Passenger 
$25,995 

 4-door Sedans  
 Sport Utility  
 Coupe  
 Convertibles  
 Sports Wagons  
 Pick-up Trucks  

FIND »

 

Spotlight Deal 
 
$555,000 
1101 LOCUST ST 
#8C 
Center City 19107 

 

Spotlight Deal 
 
$849,000 
347 TREVOR LN 
Bala-Cynwyd 19004 
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Spotlight Deal 
 
$995 
The Victor 
Camden 08102 

 

Spotlight Deal 
 
$1,350 
The Left Bank 
University City 19104 

SEARCH RENTALS FIND »
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Kolb: 'I'm ready to 
roll'  
Eagletarian: Kevin 
Kolb met the media for 
the first time since the 
Eagles traded Donovan 
McNabb to the 

Redskins on Sunday. Coach Andy Reid has talked 
about how much confidence he has in Kolb and the 
control that Kolb has over the offense.  

Pattison Ave.: Phillies 7, National 1  

Trade is McNabb for Kolb  

Brady meets with striking Temple 
hospital union  
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McNabb dealt to Redskins  

Did the Eagles get enough for McNabb? 
 

Phil Sheridan: McNabb's next act will be 
fascinating  

Dawkins among players who think Eagles will 
regret trading McNabb  

McNabb trade divides D.C.  

Rich Hofmann: McNabb's Eagles era has a 
surprise ending  

Philadelphia to ease marijuana penalty  

Ex-Eagle: McNabb hints at wanting ‘a little 
revenge’  

Ashley Fox: Best move for all - including 
McNabb  

McNabb traded to Redskins 
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Archie-Veronica marriage is real deal, & it's 
working  

Philadelphia to ease marijuana penalty 
 

McNabb dealt to Redskins  

Church gets an unfair rap 
 

Can Corbett be unbiased in probe of Delco 
nominating petitions?  

Phil Sheridan: McNabb's next act will be 
fascinating  

Penn neighborhood blooms around a top 
school  

Report cites questionable charter-school 
practices  

Patient 'dumping' burdens hospitals  

As Rachael Ray delivers a new kitchen, school 
culinary program shifts direction  
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today's PHILLY.COM POLL  

Do you plan to plant a 
garden? 

Yes, but a small one. 

Yes, I plant a large garden in the 
spring. 

No, but I wish I could. 

No, and I wouldn't even if I had the 
space, time and/or talent. 

 









View resultsVote

TODAY'S PHILLY.COM VIDEOS  

Custom Songs by Erik  

Andy Reid comments on the McNabb 
trade  

20100402_pc_mattandfaye_Back2life  

Testimony from hearing on Luzerne 
judges  

Flash-Freeze mob at 30th St.  

More videos » 
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Win a trip to Universal Orlando® 
Resort!  
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Easter Promenade 2010  

iPad goes on sale  

Tiger at the Masters  

Flyers 4, Red Wings 3  

Hopkins beats Jones  

Dettera  
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