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Hundreds of union members joined environmentasiats community activists who
marched Sunday Jan. 30 on a secretive gatheribifjiohaires near Palm Springs, Calif.,
that constitutes the core financial support for eumas right-wing causes.

The marchers, hoisting signs blasting "corporagedy" were met at the entrance to the
Las Palmas Rancho Mirage by a line of helmetedpaliho arrested 25 of them. Inside
billionaires Charles and David Koch were holdintgetreat" for prominent conservative
elected officials and right-wing political dononsdhstrategists, among them House
Republican leader Eric Cantor of Virginia.

Among those participating in the march were unioctiding the California Nurses
Association and the United Domestic Workers of AweerCommon Cause and
MoveOn.org were the main initial organizers of pinetest at what has become an annual
"Billionaire's Caucus" put on by the Koch Brothesther corporate entities and a variety
of right-wing think tanks. The groups involved haeen celebrating the recent Supreme
Court decision allowing unlimited corporate campaggntributions.

The two brothers control Koch Industries, the ndisecond-largest privately held
company. They have funded groups pushing "limitedegnment,” "libertarianism," and
have helped organize major tea party groups. Qdugpients of their money include the
Cato Institute, the Heritage Foundation and the Gl&mber of Commerce.

The unions participated in a Sunday morning parselugsion that focused on the
Supreme Court decision, Citizens United vs. Fedeledtions Commission. That ruling
permitted corporations to pour unlimited amountsnohey into political campaigns.

President Obama himself has criticized the deciaimhAmericans for Prosperity, a
group that David Koch helped found. Obama has ¢hedyroup for spending $40 billion
in special interest money in the 2010 election cags.

Earlier this month Common Cause sent a letterdaltlstice Department saying that
Justices Antonin Scalia and Clarence Thomas shwaud disqualified themselves from
the Citizens United Case because they had attemdeskting the Kochs sponsored.

A Supreme Court spokesman has told the press ¢lithien justice actually participated in
the meeting but said Thomas "dropped by."

"This is a fight for the heart and soul of Americsaid Bob Edgar, president of Common
Cause.



"We cannot have democracy unless everyone hasa,V@athy Riddle, a website
developer at the demonstration, told the L.A. Tini€®rporations are not people.
Donors like the Koch brothers are drowning us dteir voices are louder."

Nancy Pfotenhauer, a spokesperson for Koch Indsstsent out a press advisory that
described the closed-door meeting, whose listtehdees was kept secret, as a gathering
that "brings together some of America's greatesgaptiropists and job creators who
share a common belief that the current level ofegoment spending in our nation is
simply unsustainable."”

A printed invitation to the event that made its viayhe press said the purpose was to
"develop strategies to counter the most severathfacing our free society and outline a
vision of how we can foster a renewal of Americagefenterprise and prosperity and
review strategies for combating the multitude dblpupolicies that threaten to destroy
America as we know it."

Those who attend the Koch gatherings, accordingitoerous sources, see themselves as
'doers,' as men and women willing to fight the Ohadministration and its perceived
attack on U.S free enterprise and unfettered wealth

The Kochs bought out the entire Las Palmas reso®éturday and Sunday. Some of the
demonstrators who stayed at the resort Friday migtitbooked dinners at their
restaurants on Saturday had their reservationetathby the resort.



