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The economic impact of immigration
Activists rally against laws thatleny the legitimacy ammigrants

U.S. House holds hearings on economic impact of
Immigrants

By Marcos Restrep®0/1/10 3:57 PM

1 9 retweet Like  [5
The Housesubcommitteen Immigration, Citizenship, Refugees, Border $#guand International Law held a
hearing in Washington, D.C., Thursday to addresffect of immigrants on the U.S. economy and Wwhic
immigration reform measures might help improveth§. economy.

New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg told the Hausrxembel that the Center for American Progress and
the Cato Institute “have found that a path to legatus will add billions to our GDP in the comidecade.”

Mayor Bloomberg and Rupert Murdoch, Chairman an@@ENews Corporation, cited a Center for American
Progress 201feportthat indicates:

» Comprehensive immigration reform generates arease in U.S. GDP of at least 0.84 percent. Sunoved
10 years, this amounts to a cumulative $1.5 triliio additional GDP. It also boosts wages for badtive-born
and newly legalized immigrant workers.

» The temporary worker program generates an inereald.S. GDP of 0.44 percent. This amounts to $3Bi2n
of cumulative GDP over 10 years. Moreover, wagesine for both native-born and newly legalized ingnaint
workers.

» Mass deportation reduces U.S. GDP by 1.46 perdé@ig amounts to $2.6 trillion in cumulative I&@DP over
10 years, not including the actual cost of depimmatVages would rise for less-skilled native-barorkers, but
would diminish for higher-skilled natives, and wdul¢ad to widespread job loss.

The report states that “legalizing the nation’sutharized workers and putting new legal limits ormigration

that rise and fall with U.S. labor demand wouldphaly the foundation for robust, just, and widespreconomic
growth”
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According to thdmmigrationPolicy Centerin 2008, immigrants made up almost a quartehefRlorida’s
workforce, while unauthorized immigrants accourfead3.2 percent of the state’s workforce.

As The Florida Independent reported in July, aiglotnternational Universitgtudyfound that the state’s
“immigrant workers paid an estimated annual avedd#10.49 billion in federal taxes and $4.5 billim state
and local taxes from 2002 to 2004.”

According to subcommittee Chairman R&pe Lofgren D-Calif., in Florida 20 percent of business ovmare
immigrants.

Jeff Moseley, president and CEO of The Greater wuRartnership, told the subcommittee,

The latest census data indicates that one outarf/eseven people living in the United States is an
immigrant; approximately one-third of these areamdnented. If these workers were removed from
the work force, the effects would ripple throughnpandustries, and ultimate job losses would be
even higher. The economy would also lose the enosmpending power of these millions of
undocumented workers.

On its website the Greater Houston PartnershipdedAmericans fodmmigration Reformexplains its five-part
mission:

1. Securing our borders.

2. Creating an efficient, effective provisional \er program.

3. Creating a fast, reliable employment verificatgystem.

4. Affirming employers’ accountability for hiringweployees with legal status.
5. Developing a realistic policy for illegal immagnts who are already here.

Steven A. Camarota, director of research forGbater for Immigration Studiesold the subcommittee,

Immigration increases the overall size of the UShetny. However, this does not mean that the
native-born population benefits from immigration.

The latest research indicates that we can redueggration without harming the economy. Doing

so makes sense if we are very concerned about lagewend less-educated workers in the United
States. Those who support the current high levehofigration should at least understand that the
American workers harmed by the policies they fauer already the poorest and most vulnerable.
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