American Thinke- Print Article Pagel of 1

American

Return to the Article

March 11, 2010

K C Schools, A Case Study in Liberal Stupidity

Randall Hoven
The AP reportsthat the Kansas City school system is closingfa&®&1 schools due to budget problems -- a $30ami
shortfall. The AP quotes KC Councilwoman Sharondgas Brooks on the background of the story.

"The urban core has suffered white flight post1B84 U.S. Supreme Court decision Brown v. the Badrd
Education, blockbusting by the real estate indysaglining by banks and other financial instituto retail and
grocery store abandonment.”

There might be another explanation, one that théda&iely mentions.

The court decision that brought about KC scho@mide was not the 1954 decision, but a 1985 ohe. cise was
summarized by th€ato Instituten 1998.

"In 1985 a federal district judge took partial amhbver the troubled Kansas City, Missouri, Schiddtrict
(KCMSD) on the grounds that it was an unconstindity segregated district with dilapidated faciigiand
students who performed poorly. In an effort to grihe district into compliance with his liberalenpretation
of federal law, the judge ordered the state anictiso spend nearly $2 billion over the next Eays to build
new schools, integrate classrooms, and bring studsthscores up to national norms."

The judicial branch ordered the legislative brattcchpend money, and told it exactly how to do it.

"Kansas City spent as much as $11,700 per pupibre money per pupil, on a cost of living adjudtedis,
than any other of the 280 largest districts inabentry. The money bought higher teachers' salatlesew
schools, and such amenities as an Olympic-sizeshsivig pool with an underwater viewing room, teléis
and animation studios, a robotics lab, a 25-acldlifé sanctuary, a zoo, a model United Nationshwit
simultaneous translation capability, and fieldgrip Mexico and Senegal. The student-teacherwa®12 or
13 to 1, the lowest of any major school districthie country."

How did that turn out?

"The results were dismal. Test scores did not tieeplack-white gap did not diminish; and theres\Jess, not
greater, integration."

That was in 1998. But that's not all. In 200@ ltbs Angeles Times reported a Reuters story.

"Kansas City's public school district has beconeefitst in the nation to lose its accredited stdtygailing all
Missouri's performance standards, and could basidsml unless it improves, officials said Wednestay.

And now the KC school system is broke and hasdsectiown half its schools. This, after a coureced $2 billion
injection.
| would call that $2 billion quite gimulus for the KC system. See how well it turned out?
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