Morning Examiner: Ryan 40, Obama 0 http://washingtonexaminer.convprint/blogs/beltway-confidential/2011/05...

Published on Washington Examiner (http://washingtonexaminer.com)

Home > Morning Examiner: Ryan 40, Obama 0

By Conn Carroll
Created May 26 2011 - 7:12am

Morning Examiner: Ryan 40, Obama 0

Budget: 40 of the Senate’s 47 Republican members stood with their House colleagues and
voted for House Budget Committee Paul Ryan’s budget yesterday. Only five Republicans voted
against the measure and one of them, Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., did so because he thinks it did
not cut spending enough in the short term.

By contrast, not a single senator in either party voted in favor of President Obama’s budget
which raises 43 taxes by $1.5 trillion over the next ten years.

Meanwhile, Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner called the impending House clean debt limit vote
“political theater” which is interesting because just a week ago Geithner was demanding that
that Congress hold a clean vote on the debt ceiling.

And at the Peter Peterson Foundation fiscal summit, former-President Bill Clinton admitted: “If
we defaulted on the debt once for a couple of days it might not be calamitous.”

Clinton also urged Democrats to work with Ryan on cutting spending: “I think the Democrats are
going to have to be willing to give up, maybe, some short-term political gain by whipping up
fears on some of these things — if it's a reasonable Social Security proposal, a reasonable
Medicare proposal. We've got to deal with these things. You cannot have health care devour the
economy.”

Pawlenty: At the libertarian Cato Institute, Tim Pawlenty took a brave stand in favor of defense
spending Tuesday: “I'm not one who'’s going to stand before you and say we need to cut the
defense budget. I'm not for shrinking America’s presence in the world. I'm for making sure
America remains the world leader.”

But Pawlenty also ducked on entitlements again, reiterating that he will release his own
Medicare plan soon.

Ryan: Conservative elite pressure on Ryan to run is growing. Jonah Goldberg wrote early
yesterday:

By getting in, Ryan would allow the rest of the field to differentiate themselves from
Ryan and the House budget. Most of the contenders would have to differentiate
themselves from Ryan while also coming up with more serious entitlement-reform
plans of their own than they might otherwise.
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Let’s assume Ryan gets in and loses and, say, Tim Pawlenty wins the nomination.
After “pushing off” from Ryan in the primaries, Pawlenty would be far better situated
to tell Obama in the general, “Look, you’re running against Paul Ryan. He’s not on
this stage. | am. | beat Paul Ryan. Deal with me and my ideas.”

Without Ryan, the man of the moment, in the race, and without an obvious stand-in
for him, the Republicans will be saddled with the Ryan plan whether they endorse it
or not. And that means Obama will be able to run against a demonically caricatured
Ryan instead of the actual nominee.

Later on Fox News, Charles Krauthammer mad a very similar argument:

[the GOP] now owns this. Get the one man who can explain it, argue it and actually
change minds on this. You need leadership on this or otherwise the Republicans are
going to sink on this.

Huntsman: Verum Serum'’s devastating faux campaign ad for Jon Huntsman is on almost every
conservative blog. The video details Huntsman’s support for cap and trade, the individual
mandate, and Obama’s stimulus.

Perry: The Texas Tribune reports that Texas Gov. Rick Perry has now opened the door to a
possible presidential run, declining to shoot down the possibility at his later presser. The
Tribune adds: “Also Tuesday, his top strategist told the Tribune that the governor is, naturally,
‘thinking about it’ given the flattering comments made recently by some in the GOP, although he
‘doesn’t see any change in his direction.”

Righty playbook:

e RedState's Danield Horowitz previews House votes on Abortion, DADT, START, and Gitmo
scheduled for this week.

e The Weekly Standard’s Jeffrey Anderson details why Obamacare is an entitlement
disaster.

e At The Foundry, former Attorney General Michael Mukasey calls Obama Attorney General
Eric Holder’s prosecution of CIA agents “unconscionable.”

o Will Wilkinson makes the case that Rand Paul is the most viable libertarian in the 2012
race.

e At Pajamas Media, Victor Davis Hanson calls California the place where dreams die.

Lefty playbook:

o At The Huffington Post, Trey Ellis asks Obama to recess appoint Elizabeth Warren to head
the CFPB.

e The Progressive Change Campaign Committee has collected 75,000 signatures for
Warren’s recess appointment.

e Talking Points Memo's Josh Marshall reminds liberals to protect Medicaid too.

e ThinkProgress calls on ed Schultz to apologize to Laura Ingraham.

e Ed Kilgore makes the case that Republicans have lost the south.
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