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A recent Daily News editorial (“Cut, don't just freeze, feds’ pay,” weet
leets

Dec. 11) claimed that federal civil service wages and salaries

exceed what comparable jobs pay in the private sector. This tweet [=] Email
often-quoted accusation from conservatives dates back at least

to the Reagan years. Just as Ronald Reagan failed to find

“welfare queens,” he also failed to substantiate his claims of

exorbitant civil service pay, even as he advocated raising salaries  \|ost Viewed Stories

for political appointees who made more in the private sector. Woman spots husband on bank robbery

surveillance photo, calls police

Government analyses estimate that federal workers average 24 Angry worker sets fire to boss's house
percent less in pay than comparable private-sector workers in Contractor for Special Forces arrested for
similar jobs. The difference is particularly pronounced for those in falsifying Social Security numbers

the scientific and engineering disciplines who hold advanced g']‘;gvme man charged with molesting a
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Your editorial suggested that federal pay be reduced by 5

percent as a gesture of good faith by President Obama to reduce ~ Most Commented Stories

budget deficits. | propose that those who supported tax EDITORIAL: What will the GOP do now?
reductions largely favoring the wealthy (supply-side economics) EHP checkpoints will target problem cars
d‘un‘ng the Reagan, Bush | and Bush Il adm!nlstrathns make a LEYre'FER: Crush them. God!

similar gesture by donating 5 percent of their gross income to the LETTERS: Remove Ashle

Department of the Treasury to help reduce the $10 trillion in debt "What goes up, must come down,’ says girl
accumulated during the Reagan and Bush tenures. hit by rogue bullet fired New Year's Eve
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This would include, of course, Freedom Communications Inc.
owners and their newspaper editorial boards, as well as the patrons and fellows of the Cato Institute.

Conservatives also complain about the size of the federal work force. There are about 2.7 million executive
branch employees now, compared with an average of 2.9 million during the Reagan years, in a nation that has
grown by more than 60 million people.

— DWIGHT POLK

Niceville
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