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Best of the Blogs: One Lump or Two?

October 25, 2010 | Posted lsdward A.Fallone
CategoryBusiness RegulatigiConstitutional Interpretatigri-rederalismHealth CarePolitical Processes &
Rhetoric| Leavea Comment

November 2 is fast approaching, and the natiomvatang the election results to see
whether the Tea Party Movement will be revealeldg@ force in American politics or an over-hypediae
sensation This weel s “Best of the Blog” feature provides everything a political jur needs to learn more abc
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the Tea Party Moveme

The obvious starting point might be Butch CassidgisPaul Newman'’s) famous question, “Who are thpsges?”
Amy Gardner at the Washington Post tries to ansiarquestiorere(hat tip to Steven Easley). Despite her best
efforts, a definitive picture of the Movement remmelusive:

[A] new Washington Post canvass of hundreds ofl li@aparty groups reveals a different sort of
organization, one that is not so much a movemeatdisparate band of vaguely connected gatherings
that do surprisingly little to engage in the paohii process.

The results come from a months-long effort by ThetRo contact every tea party group in the nation,
an unprecedented attempt to understand the netfdanklividuals and organizations at the heart ef th
nascent movement.

Seventy percent of the grass-roots groups saiditheg not participated in any political campaigning
this year. As a whole, they have no official camdidslates, have not rallied behind any particular
national leader, have little money on hand, ancaierambivalent about their goals and the political
process in general.

Jonathan Haidt does some psychoanalysis of lik@ntgrliberals and conservatives, and tries to stavit is not a
love of liberty that unites Tea Partiers, but rathdelief in karma:

The notion of karma comes with lots of new-age laggg but it is an old and very conservative idea. |
is the Sanskrit word for “deed” or “action,” ancettaw of karma says that for every action, themmis
equal and morally commensurate reaction. Kindriemsesty and hard work will (eventually) bring
good fortune; cruelty, deceit and laziness willgletually) bring suffering. No divine interventios i
required; it's just a law of the universe, like gitg.

The whole article isit the Wall Street Journall am not sure that | buy the argument, but thage of Sarah Palin
wearing a sari and banging a tamborine is an ajmgeahe.

The issue that seems to unite the Movement moreghg other seems to be the Obama administratiomssped
Affordable Health Care Act. Litigation over thalimidual mandates contained in the legislationaemb closely
watched. Theresa Weisenberger gathers the cadéssalrsn one locatiorover at the JET Law Blog (the
Vanderbilt Journal of Entertainment & Technologyw)a Meanwhile, over at Balkinization, guest blogg&illian
Metzger and Trevor Morrison provide constitutionoammentary.Their opinionof the Florida District Court case:

In short, the court’s declaration that the indiatimandate cannot be deemed an exercise of Cotgyress
tax power is built upon a hostile reading of theore. If the presumption of constitutionality means
anything, surely it is that in areas not subjed ®upreme Court-mandated clear statement
requirement, courts should give Congress the beofetfie doubt.

Meanwhile, the issue of immigration seems to conébtihe Tea Party. Stewart Lawrence at the Daile€Ca
examines the contradictiomsthis post

Ideologically, support formmigrationis thoroughly consistent with the Tea Party’s estastic
endorsement of the unfettered free market. In factyears, libertarian, pro-free enterprise grolike
the CATO Institute have joined business groupsiammligration advocates in calling for less
government regulation of immigration — a positibattcritics call an “open borders” policy.

But many Tea Party activists believe that restotirey“rule of law” — and regaining control of the
country’s borders — is also fundamental to the Acaerideal of freedom. They don’t necessarily
oppose rising immigration, especially legal immtgra, but they are hostile to “amnesties” for ikég
aliens that appear to reward “lawbreakers.”

Over in EnglandThe Economist magazirlooks across the Atlantic and a*What is this thin Hayek called th
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Rule of Law™ It is an interesting blog post that mane to name check Paul Ryan and Ron Johnson
Wisconsin but inexplicably fails to mention my post Hayek in thélarquetteL aw School Faculty Blog

Will the Tea Party Movement expand beyond the bhsrdéthe United States and become an international
movement? Anna Leutheuser at the Heritage Fourdgiiinks it will :

The principles that precipitated the first Tea YPart respect for the rule of law, and desire ifoited
government and individual liberty — are universaid they are just as threatened now as they were at
the time of the American founding. This time, hewe the United States is not alone in coming to
their defense.

Finally, we go back to Balkinization to give JachlEn thelast wordon the Tea Party Movement:

What changed during the 1960s and afterwards veasréation of a New Right, and the joinder of
social conservatives, business conservativesyaitare state conservatives, anti-regulatory
conservatives, anti-tax conservatives and foremity conservatives. That alliance made it possible
for the rich and for corporations to bankroll a idnge of conservative causes, in the beliefahat
rising tide (of anger) would lift all conservatibeats. Corporate interests could ally themselvéis wi
the Republicans’ form of populism as long as somiservatives would keep voting for candidates
who would favor business interests and seek toréaves on the wealthy and corporations.

This basic feature of modern American conservatiasinot really changed with the emergence of the
Tea Party, even though the Tea Party present§aisel new form of political organization, alierchte
part from the mainstream of the Republican Parfye Tea Party, however differently it may be
organized, is just the latest incarnation of theshoonservative elements of the late 20th century
conservative coalition, this time featuring a spkeimphasis on opposition to the size of government
and government taxation. That emphasis makes thd@gy a natural object of corporate support,
albeit mostly hidden corporate support, becauseyrnmathe Tea Party also are not that fond of thdlWa
Street bailout either.

That’s all for now. As Craig Ferguson says, “Ikdorward to your letters.” Please remember oumig@nts
policy:
We hope that this blog will be a robust forum faviland well-informed discussion of important igsu
and ideas. To that end, we welcome the submisdioaroments from readers in response to posts. We
reserve the right not to publish comments baseslich concerns as redundancy, incivility,

untimeliness, poor writing, etc. All comments mimstiude the first and last name of the author and a
valid e-mail address.
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