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WASHINGTON - In the first major survey of House Republicans' attitudes toward raising the debt
limit, more than half say they are committed to opposing more borrowing and only 23 0f241 take their
leadership's position that approving more borrowing past the $14.3 trillion limit is essential.

The survey was conducted by WND through calls and e-mails to the offices of members and, when
direct responses were not forthcoming, public statements made by the officials were used.

The results are staggering in their lopsidedness, because it takes only 218 votes in the Republican-
controlled House to block any effort to raise the debt limit — an action that would precipitate the most
drastic cuts in federal government programs in modern history.

A total of 122 House Republicans are already committed to opposing any additional hike in the debt
limit, while 54 others says they would do so with conditions — most of which include spending cuts or a
balanced budget. An additional 42 members say they are undecided.
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shut down all new plans for bailouts, "stimulus"” spending and even the funding for Obamacare.

House Speaker John Boehner has repeatedly said publicly that the debt limit will have to be raised, at
the same time pushing for spending cuts. Boehner believes failure to raise the debt limit will result in
defaults on Joan obligations and poses danger to the government's credit rating, an assessment he shares
with Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke and Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner.
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But the Heritage Foundation, CATO Institute and Investors Business Daily have all downplayed the
threat of defaults with studies showing the government can still service the interest on the existing debt
with tax revenues if substantial cuts in the budget are made.

In response to the survey results, Mike Steel, spokesman for Boehner, told WND: "The speaker has
made it clear that while the president is begging us to raise the debt limit without cutting spending that is
obviously unacceptable to the American people. We need to cut spending and institute reforms so that
we can keep cutting."

He declined to say whether or not he was surprised by the heavy support for a debt-limit freeze within
the Republican House majority.

WND's Joseph Farah, who has organized the "No More Red Ink" campaign designed to lobby House
Republicans against raising the debt limit, was pleasantly surprised by the results of the survey. Farah's
campaign has generated nearly 1 million red letters urging House Republicans to oppose any hike in the
debt limit.

"The press has largely assumed Republican House members would go along with business as usual, but
apparently no one has taken an actual head count," said Farah.

"This survey strongly suggests there is a very real chance the House will say no to another debt limit

increase — an action that would signal a fundamental restructuring of the way the federal government
operates."

The debt limit of $14.3 trillion is expected to be reached on or about April 15. Boehner has said he will
postpone a vote until shortly before that date — approximately five weeks from now.

Since approval of both houses of Congress is required to raise the debt limit, this is one of the very few
meaningful actions the Republican-controlled House can take without the consent of the Senate or the
White House.

Farah has called it the Republicans' "secret weapon."

Ifa debt limit increase is not approved, all borrowing by the federal government would stop. It would
mandate the biggest cuts in the federal budget in generations — to the tune of hundreds of billions of
dollars.

In addition to the building opposition from House Republicans, at least one Democrat in the House has
signaled his objection to more borrowing — Rep. Anthony Weiner, D-N.Y.

"I am opposed to raising the debt ceiling," said Rep. Michele Bachmann, R-Minn. "We have raised it 10
times in the past 10 years, and each time Congress has failed to get to the heart of the problem: out-of-
control federal spending. Instead of being serious about stopping our government's spending addiction,
we continue to rack up massive annual deficits, like the $1.6 trillion deficit projected for this year.

"I've put a proposal for more than $400 billion in cuts on the table for discussion and I've challenged my
colleagues to do the same. We have to cut spending and not raise the federal government's debt ceiling
again," she said.

Shock the Washington establishment by participating in the "No More Red Ink" campaign and
shut down all new plans for bailouts, "stimulus"” spending and even the funding for Obamacare.

The results:

HOW THEY STAND ON RAISING DEBT LIMIT NOW

CONGRESSPERSON STATE YES NO UNDECIDED WITH CONDITIONS

DONALD ¥OUNC AK-00 X

JOE BONNER AL-01 %

MARTHA ROBY AL-02 x

MIKE ROGERS AL-03 X

ROBERT ADERHOLT AL=D4 X

MO BROOKS AL-0G x batanced budgel
SPENCER BACHUS AL-0& X

RICK CRAWFORD AR-T1 % spending cuts
TIM GRIFFIN AR-02 x

STEVE WOMACK AR-O3 X

PALIL GOSAR AZ-01 X

TRENT FRANKS AZ-02 X balanced budger
BEM QUAYLE AZ-03 X

DAVID SCHWEIKERT Al-05 X spending culs
|EFF FLAKE AT-06 X

WALLY HERGER CA-D2 3

DAN LUNGREN Ca-n3 X

TOM McCLINTOCK CA-D4 X

JEFF DERNHAM CA-19 ¥

DEYIN NLUNEE Ca=21 X

REWIN MCCARTHEY CA-22 %

FLTOM GALLEGLY CA-24 X

BUCK McCKEDN CA=-25 X

MAVIA REED ralar [
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HRANK LUUNLIC Nj-02 x

JOM RUNY AN W03 X halanced Budget/spending cuts
CHRISTOPHER SMITH Nj-04 i

SCOTT GARRETT M-85 X

LEANORD LANCE N-07 X

RODMEY FRELINGHUYSEN Mj-11 X

STEVE PEARCE M52 X

DEAN HELLER Nv-02 X

JOE HECK MNyv-03 X

PETER KING NY-D3 X

MICHAEL GRIMM NY-13 X

NAN HAYWDRTH NY-19 X

CHRIS CIBSON TNY =20 X

RICHARD HANNA NY-24 X

JANN MERIE BUERKLE N¥-25 X

TOM REED NY-28 " balanced budger
STEVE CHABOT OH-01 X L3

|EAN SCHMIDT oH-02 n

MICHAEL TURNER OH-03 X

JIM JORDAN OH-04 X

BOB LATTA OH-05 X

BILL JOHMNSOM OH-0f b3

STEVE ALSTRIA (OM-D7 x

JOHN BECOHNER OH-08 »

PAT TIRER! OH-12 ¥

STEVEN LA TOURETTE OH-14 X

STEVE STIVERS OH-15 x

IIM RENACCH OH-1E X

BOB GIBBS OH-18 X

JOHN SLELLIVAN | OG-0l X

FRAMK LIECAS -3 *

TOM COLE K- N

GREG WALDEN oR-02 X

MIKE KELLY PA-03 3

GLEN THOMPSON PA-0F X

1M GERLACH PA-DB X serious reforms
PATRICK MEEHAN PA-O7 b

MIKE FITZPATRICK PA-OF x

BILL SHUSTER PA-DE ¥ spending cuts
TOM MARING PA-10 b spending limits
LOU BARLETTA PA-11 3 budget cuts
CHARLIE DENT PA-15 b sponding cuts
JOE FITTS PA-16 x spending limits
TIM MURPHY PA=1E b

TODD PLATTS PA-19 X

TIM SCOTT $0-01 % |

JOE WILSON 5C-02 X

JEFF DUMCAN Fo-03 X

TEEY COWDY 15C-04 %

MICK MULVANEY SC-05 x

KRISTI MOEM S0-00 X spending cuts
PHIL ROE TN-OL « spending cuts
JOHN |, DUNCAMN JR. TH-02 X

CHUCK FLEISCHMENN TH-03 b spending cuts
SCOTT DESIARLAIS TH-04 X

DIAME BLACK THN-DE X

MARSHA BELACKBURN TH-OF X

STEPHEN LEE FINCHER TH-08 X

LOUIE GOHMERT Tx-01 »

TED POE TH-02 X

SAM [THNSON TH-DE X

RALFH HALL Ti-04 X

JEB HEMSARLING Ts-05 L.} serious budger cuts
JOE BARTON TX-DE X

JOHN CULBERSON T%-07 X

KEVIN BRADY TH-D8 X

MICHAEL McCALL T%-10 X

MICHAEL CONAWAY Ta-11 X balanced budget /spending cuts
KAY GRAMGER ™12 %

MAC THORMEEREY Tx-13 L

RON PALL Tx-14 s

BILL FLORES T%-17 X

RANDY MELIGEBALR T%-19 X 2{3vate
LAMAR SMITH T%=21 X

PETE DLSON TH-22 X balanced budget
FRANSISCO CANSECO T*-21 X
KEMNEY MERACHANT Tx-24 X

MICHAEL BURGESS TX-26 X

BLAKE FARENTHOLD T%-27 X

JOHN CARTER Tx-31 X

PETE SESSI0NS Tx-32 X

ROB BISHOP uT-o1 X

JASON CHAFFETZ uT-03 X balanced budger
BOB WITTMAN Va0l ¥

SCOTT RIGELL VA-02 X balanced budget
RANDY FORRES WA~ ¥

ROBERT HURT VA-03 X

BOA GOODLATTE VAU X

ERIC CANTOR VA-OF X w

MORCAM GRIFFITH VA-DG X

FRANK WOLF VA-10 % spending cuts
JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER | WA-03 % 10% salary cuts
DOC HASTINGS Wa-04 X

CATHY MeMORRIS RODGERS - WaA-05 X spending culs
DAVE REICHERT Wea- 08 X

FAUL RYAN Wi-01 x

JAMES F, SENSENBENNER Wi-0% W

THOMAS PETRI Wi-06 *

SEAMN DUFFY w07 X spending cuts
REIC: RIBELE W08 X

DAVID MCKINLEY W01 %

SHELLY MOORE CAPITO W02 X

CYNTHIA LEMMIS W) » spending cuts
Results YES NO UNDECIDED

23 122 42

Ifyou'd like to sound off on this issue, please take part in the WND poll.
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