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I have some vague sense that many people are opposed to capital punishment, and for good reason, and especially when there is no trial and
conviction, and yet we are expected uncritically to celebrate the death of Bin Laden at the hands of the U.S. state. The government needs glory
and we are supposed to provide it, regardless of the cost (which, as Anthony Gregory points out, has been American liberty itself, in addition
to possibly millions of lives). Lew Rockwell points out that there is a reason for the timing of this announcement. Regardless, so intense is the
pressure not to question any aspect of this that the Cato Institute took the trouble to issue a note of congratulations and inform us all of what
a “huge debt” we all owe to the government for its magnificence. The killing also permits simple minded people to imagine that all U.S. foreign
policy struggles with Islam are due to one bearded guy with a grudge and have nothing to do with, for example, the American penchant for
invading other people’s countries and stationing troops in the lands that Islam considers holy.
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