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Bill Niskanen Has passed away aged 78. The Cato Institute has an obituary. 

Niskanen served 23 years as chairman of Cato’s board of directors, stepping down in 
2008. Prior to joining Cato, he served as a member and acting chairman of President 
Ronald Reagan’s Council of Economic Advisers. 

“Bill Niskanen was a world-renowned economist and a passionate leader of the growing 
classical liberal movement around the globe,” said Cato founder and president Edward H. 
Crane. “More importantly, he was a man of unshakeable integrity. His influence on and 
importance to the Cato Institute cannot be overstated. His passing is a terrible loss to the 
Institute and to the nation.” 

Niskanen had a long and prominent career as an economist, including tenures as director 
of economics at the Ford Motor Company, professor of economics at the University of 
California at Berkeley and Los Angeles, assistant director of the federal Office of 
Management and Budget, a defense analyst at the Rand Corporation, the director of 
special studies in the Office of the Secretary of Defense, and the director of the Program 
Analysis division at the Institute of Defense Analysis. 

Cato has a list of recent publications here. 

 


