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Rick Perry’s entry sets up a clarifying
contrast
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Texas Gov. Rick Perry’s entry into the presidentale puts into especially sharp focus
the clash of visions between Republicans and Reesidbama over the proper role of
government.

In Perryand the state he has led for more than a decagepRean voters are being
offered the Platonic ideal of the GOP model forremuic growth — low taxes, scant
regulation and limited public services.

Texas has no income tax, ranks 46th overall fotdkes it collects per capita and has the
strongest job growth in the country. The stated@®unted for between 30 percent and
half of the net new jobs in the country in the pgasi years, depending on who is
counting.

While Obama points to his universal health caredava historic achievement, Texas is
often cited as an example of the need for healte1eform: A quarter of Texans lack
coverage, the highest share in the country.

While Obama seeks to increase federal fundingdacation, Texas ranks 47th in the
country for the level of state spending on schodigl while the Obama administration
clamps down on pollution, Texas ranks highest enxdbuntry for the levels of toxic
chemicals released into the water and carcinoggeased into the air, according to
Scorecardan organization that tracks nationwide pollutiata.

The contrast with Obama — and GOP rival Mitt Romneextends beyond policy, to
Perry’s profile as a swashbuckling former Air Fopilet from Paint Creek in West
Texas.

At 61, Perry is a gun enthusiast who carries a weayghen he goes jogging (and once
shot a coyote on the trail). For 11 years, the ésh¢enure of any Texas governor, he has
unapologetically presided over the most active ldganhalty regime in the country.

Last weekend he hosted a prayer session in a Hoadium over protests from critics
who said it breached the barrier between churchstatd.



Perry not only defends the Texas approach butdiantthe lead in resisting the Obama
administration’s activism on health care, educa#ind the environment, going so far as
to raise the specter of secession from the union.

“On the one side you have the Washington way afigithings — big spending and the
idea that the heavy hand of government has todmept in economic life,” said Joshua
Trevino of the conservative Texas Public Policy ikaation. “And on the other hand is
the model of very limited government and explicldy taxes. That is such a stark
contrast.”

Garnet Coleman, a Democratic state legislator frouston, sees the contrast from the
other side. The Texas approach, he said, is “thatcan step on the feet and hands and
neck of your citizens and still make people rick &ave low taxes. This is the new

model and Perry is saying [to the rest of the acgintet me show you how to do this.’”

Perry iseagerto set the two models side by side. “If you wanjust get down to the pure
epicenter, the nucleus of the problem in Washingibg., is they're spending too much
money,” he said in aimterviewwith Time magazine this week. The Texas altereatne
said, is to “have a tax structure that’s fair, asdow as you can have it, and still deliver
the services that the people require.”

Several of the other presidential contenders vaicenservative philosophy similar to
Perry’s, among them Rep. Michele Bachmann (MirBu}.as a state legislator and
member of Congress, she has no state or city shpaiat to as evidence that she could
put such a vision in place.

For now, the person most directly challenged byyebrand of conservatism could be
Romney. The former Massachusetts governor is sgé&isecure his status as the GOP
front-runner by demonstrating that he would bettheyhest opponent for Obama.

But Romney offers Republican voters a less thaaratat contrast with Obama — he
was the moderate governor of a liberal state whpeldecreate a universal health-care
program that served as the model for the natioealth-care law signed by Obama. This
week, he faced questions over his 2004 invocatigitabe tax increases in attempting to
secure a top credit rating for the state.

Tim Pawlenty and Jon Huntsman Both consideredome of the tools used in the
Massachusetts health law as they were crafting tven reform proposals as governors
of Minnesota and Utah, and both also supportegaaod-trade approach to limiting
carbon emissions.

If Perry has any weak spot in this regard, it &t fhexas relied heavily on federal
stimulus funds to balance its budget, despite Pecrjticism of the initiative.

Texas ranks relatively low in its per-capita retiaron federal funding. But this is set to
change under the health-care law, which will result surge of federal dollars to cover



most of the cost of expanding Medicaid eligibilitythe state. Texas now has among the
most narrow Medicaid eligibility standards in treuatry, which means the law’s
expansion will have a particularly big impact thare result in an especially large flow
of new federal dollars — which hasn’t kept Pergnfrrailing against it.

Despite its strong economy, Texas ranks low on nsaajal markers. It has the fourth-
highest poverty rate, the seventh-highest teenatferate, and the lowest rate of people
over 25 with a high school degree.

Experts attribute these markers to the state’s prghortion of immigrants, to political
decisions on taxes and spending, and to the staisisess climate. The state spends
second to least on Medicaid, per capita, of anyg stethe country, and the least of any
state on mental health care. The rate of uniomirasi low, which is one reason why the
state ranks second to last in the percentage gddpelation covered by employer health
insurance.

The Texas model predates Perry’s leadership, bbhek@mbraced it in full. At his
direction, Texas has refused to enforce federas&ions rules for power plants and
refineries. And Perry cannot be accused of consigelements of “Obamacare” because
his administration — unlike those of Pawlenty, Himan and Romney — has not tried
to expand adult health coverage at all.

“Rick Perry would be a more credible standard-beagainst Obamacare than Mitt
Romney simply by virtue of the fact that Mitt impiented Obamacare in Massachusetts
and Perry did not do so in Texas,” said Michael i@gmof the libertarian Cato Institute.

Welcoming a challenge

Obama’s reelection team has hinted that it welcoRersy, whose hard-edged profile it
believes would be a tough sell in a general elactut the arrival of a candidate who so
refutes everything the Obama administration hasdstor is also likely to spur anxiety
among some liberals, who accuse Obama of beingdnailiatory toward Republicans.

If Obama seizes the opportunity, then he can goifiiexas as the example of “what
happens if you get close to the ideal of the curRapublican vision of how government
should work,” said Norm Ornstein of the Americartédtprise Institute. “No social
services, close to the worst social safety nengfsate in the union, and low taxes,
which help to bring in large numbers of low-payjogs and high budget deficits.”

Put that way, Texas might not be the most flattetilastration for the national GOP
platform. But Doug Gross, a former lowa Republigaibernatorial nominee, said Perry’s
entry is good for Republicans.

“It'll be helpful to the party and to the countrgdause it'll give us a clearer sense of the
choices available to us,” he said. “So | welconde it






