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This time, President Obama got his signature domestic achievement out of the way early. 

"More of our people are insured than ever before," Mr. Obama told Congress in the opening lines 

of his State of the Union address. 

Mr. Obama alluded to his signature health law of 2010 — a landmark overhaul that's resulted in 

years of political friction and three high-profile cases before the Supreme Court — in quick 

snippets Tuesday night, packaging it as one bullet point in a broader agenda for the middle class.  

If Congress tries to touch the Affordable Care Act or other achievements, he said, it will earn his 

veto. 

"In the past year alone, about 10 million uninsured Americans finally gained the security of 

health coverage," he said early on, garnering applause from half of the chamber. 

From there, Mr. Obama promoted ways to offer an affordable college education, fight climate 

change and fight terrorism. 

But Republicans are not moving on from the Obamacare fight. Armed with twin majorities in 

Congress, the GOP has scheduled votes that would chip away at the health overhaul. 

During the speech, Speaker John A. Boehner released an analysis that said Obamacare's 

mandates are killing jobs and slashing hours for middle-class Americans. 

"Americans have been hurting, but when we demanded solutions, too often Washington 

responded with the same stale mindset that led to failed policies like Obamacare," added 

freshman Sen. Joni Ernst, Iowa Republican, in prepared remarks for the GOP rebuttal. "It’s a 

mindset that gave us political talking points, not serious solutions.” 



Obamacare is under threat from more than the Republican-led Congress. 

By June, the Supreme Court will rule on whether the IRS unlawfully extended the law's 

subsidies to customers on the federal exchange.  

Challengers say the Affordable Care Act's text reserved the subsidies to people who use 

exchanges "established by the state," which they understand to be the exchanges set up by 13 

states and the District of Columbia. 

The Obama administration says Congress intended make the subsidies available to Americans no 

matter where they live. 

Michael Cannon, a health policy director at the libertarian Cato Institute who developed the legal 

underpinning for the challenge, had called on Mr. Obama to warn federal exchange customers 

about the potential fallout from the case. 

"The president needs to put an end to the deception, tonight," Mr. Cannon wrote Tuesday in a 

blog post for Forbes. "He needs to warn HealthCare.gov enrollees about the risks inherent in 

their coverage, so they have time to prepare." 

 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/michaelcannon/2015/01/20/mr-president-tell-healthcare-gov-enrollees-about-king-v-burwell-and-the-risks-to-their-coverage/

