
 
 

What is the rule of law, anyway? 
 
By Sylvia Thompson 
 

April 20, 2014 
 

Talking heads and elitists from both the left and right of the political spectrum are decrying that 

Cliven Bundy (the rancher who recently defied the federal government) must follow the "rule of law." 

Why should he? Barack Obama, the President of the United States does not follow the rule of law. 

Eric Holder, the Attorney General of the United States, pays no heed to the rule of law. Why, then, 

must an average citizen? 

 

Recently, a Congressional Committee called upon a group of legal and policy professionals to testify 

regarding Obama's blatant disregard for his Constitutional limits. In that committee hearing, a Cato 

Institute policy director (Michael Cannon) offered that if citizens conclude that government officials 

are not bound by law, they may also conclude that neither should they be. And I will add that citizens 

most certainly will not see a need to obey wrong-headed laws that serve to enslave them. 

 

Yes, the jackboots who control the government can bring down the full force of that government 

upon citizens, and to varying degrees, they have been doing just that. What else would you call the 

IRS scandals and the umpteen lawless agencies at their command to harass citizens? Yes indeed 

they can and do exert force. The issue, however, is not what this corrupt, vile government can and 

will do; the issue is how long Americans will cower on their knees in the dirt, shielding their necks 

from the next boot drop. That is the issue. 

 

The organized group of armed Americans who came to the aid of the Bundy family were not thinking 

in terms of "I might be killed today," although they knew that could happen. They were more likely 

thinking that on this day if I do not stand up to the federal jackboots, I will live to see myself and my 

progeny enslaved to people who are drunk on power and hateful of individual freedom. I am sure 

that this is the thinking looming foremost in their minds. 

 

The irritating hype coming from all the media types (conservative and otherwise) imposing 

themselves on the situation to bring "calm" and to "avoid violence," was so typical of weak people 

with agendas. The most disgusting to me were the politicos who glommed onto petty issues, such as 

the construction of the "Free Speech" zones by the feds and the over-dramatization of a woman 

being pushed, or a Bundy son being tasered. All that energy expended on relatively minor issues 
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when it should have been laser-focused on the diabolical, tyrannical United States federal 

government that ordered the armed agents there in the first place. 

 

While the Washington political and pundit elites (including Fox News) are whining and moaning 

about preventing violence and the rule of law, the Bundys and their supporters (who, I think, 

represent a majority of Americans) have vowed that they will not play victim to an enslaving 

government. Freedom is what the Founders envisioned for America, so much so, that they endured 

a revolutionary war and a civil war to bring the vision to full fruition. Some of us do not fear the power 

of the federal government and are not willing to see that freedom destroyed without a fight. Thank 

God for that. 

 

I am encouraged by my sense that the Americans standing up for the Bundys are worlds apart from 

the likes of the Nevada Governor (Brian Sandoval) and the Clark County Sheriff (Douglas Gillespie), 

the two officials who seem most fearful of the federal government. I am also heartened by the fact 

that so many Americans are armed and are fighting leftist and federal attempts to disarm them. The 

only reason that those people were able to face down federal agents is because the Constitution 

allows them to be armed. Additionally, there were alternative media to the mainstream news 

agencies. Those alternative sources reported in real time what was transpiring. The federal 

government could not lie about the consequences of its behavior. 

 

My fervent hope and prayer is that organized militia groups spread out over America (many, by 

necessity, remaining under the radar) are poised and at the ready to do what they have trained to 

do. Fight for their country against tyranny from within. They will receive no encouragement from 

conservative leadership or any government entities, or any elites – those who profit from the status 

quo. Nor will they receive support from media pundits, left or right. The left will always vilify and 

condemn and the right will implore them to lie down and grovel – for the sake of nonviolence and 

peace. I say ignore them all. These patriots must keep ever vigilant and always prepared to fight, 

with weapons if necessary, and maybe, just maybe, more will have the courage to join them in that 

inevitable (and I stress inevitable) final clash over what will be the future of America. 
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