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On the VHA and Intermarriage

By Reihan Salam June 02, 2010 6:46 PM

Briefly, I’ll note that I’m an admirer of Michael Cannon — particularly for
his work on the Massachusetts health reform effort — and | appreciate
that he’s acknowledged the successes of the Veterans Health
Administration over the last decade. In the spring of 2006, Michael
published a short piece critiquing the VHA model for NRO.

Some Promise
You the World.

Fifteen years ago, the VHA consisted mainly of run-down, poorly -
managed hospitals. Doctors were inexperienced, layers of bureaucracy we Dellver.
crippled the system, and patient satisfaction was low. After a major

overhaul in the mid-1990s, much of that changed. The VHA as a whole

was restructured to focus on outpatient care, rather than costly hospital

Save 50% on

home delivery.

stays. Nearly empty hospitals were shuttered, and smaller clinics were
opened to focus on the chronic-care needs of aging veterans.

The reengineering seems to have worked. As Philip Longman detailed
in the January 2005Washington Monthly, the VHA now minimizes
medical errors, coordinates care, and maintains patient records with
some of the most sophisticated technology available. Doctors and
nurses no longer waste time chasing down patient charts and test
results; computerized records help them deliver the right care to the right
patient at the righttime.

And since then, the VHA has consistently outperformed Medicare FFS.
This certainly does not mean, pace Paul Krugman, that the VHA is an
appropriate model for remaking the U.S. health system. As Michael
suggests, it is more a reflection of how regulatory distortions have stymied
business model innovation. But it’s worth keeping in mind.

1 will say that | disagree slightly with the premise of a recent post Michael
wrote for Cato, namely that problems plaguing the VHA offer a glimpse of
the U.S. health system under PPACA. My sense is that PPACA will
actually create a health system even worse than we’d see under a tightly-
centralized model like that of the VHA, in which one can at least say that
the incentives are aligned coherently.

While reading Miriam Jordan’s Wall Street Journal article on
intermarriage, | was struck by the following passage:

“The massive influx of new immigrants from Latin America and Asia has
not only fueled the opportunity to marry one’s co-ethnics, butalso
revitalized ancestral and cultural identity,” says Dr. Lichter.

The trend raises questions about whether assimilation among
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Hispanics and Asians in the U.S. is slowing as they reconnect to their
ancestral culture through marriage.

Take Daisie Cristobal Sanchez, 31. The U.S.-born daughter of
Cuban-Americans residing in Whittier, Calif., recently married a
Nicaraguan immigrant. “l was a broad-spectrum dater,” she says. “But
deep down inside | wanted to marry a Latino.” What's more, she says,
it's “cool and back in style” to assert your roots. Most of her friends are
fellow Hispanics, she says.

What’s noteworthy about Daisie Cristobal Sanchez is that she feels strong
ties to a category with its roots in a 1970s era Census designation. When
Dr. Lichter speaks of a “revitalized ancestral and cultural identity,” she is
presumably not referring to the mythical culture that unites the very distinct
traditions of Nicaragua and Cuba. As Hispanophone countries on the
Caribbean rim with a Catholic tradition, there are of course common
threads between the two countries. But a “Latino” identity is very much a
“made-in-the-USA” identity. As Berkeley intellectual historian David
Hollinger argued in Postethnic America, what we see here isn’t resistance
to assimilation per se — rather, what we’re seeing is “quintuple
assimilation,” in which distinctive Latin American traditions are fused into a
syncretic, and one could ungenerously say synthetic, “Latino” tradition,
while immigrants of Nigerian and Congolese and Haitian origin see their
children assimilate into a broader African American identity, or choose to
maintain distance from it.

In California, where Asian Americans represent over a tenth of the
population, there has been a palpable shift towards a pan-ethnic Asian
American identity. It is increasingly common for Vietnamese Americans,
for example, to marry Korean Americans. And of course these couples
are united by share used of the English language, not a shared ancestral
identity.

Indeed, one can argue that a marriage between a Cuban American and a
Nicaraguan American, or between a Vietnamese American and a Korean
American, are as much “intermarriages” as a marriage between an
African American and a Laotian American. But it is received and
interpreted differently.
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Ohio
Colorado
Nevada
Pennsylvania

The reporters may be based anywhere in the stateslisted
above and the role will require extensive state travel.
These reporters will provide unique and original news
content for the public on national, statewide and local

races and campaigns.

These positionsrun from June 15th (or after) to November

15th.

Responsibilities for this role include:

o Managing research and analysis on a multitude of
election related topicsincluding campaign finance
and spending by candidates and 3rd party groups

o Covering all aspects of elections within the assigned
state utilizing all media platforms sessions

o Conception and execution of compelling,
sophisticated stories and video interviews that reach
a broad online audience

o Producing a lively mix of news and analysis that
consumers find both relevant and interesting

o Utilizing new media tools (including Facebook,
Twitter, other new media outlets) to maximize
public awareness

o Taking and editing digital photographs, videos and
audio recordings; previous experience with video
production a plus

o Meeting the highest standards of journalistic
competence and professionalism

o Partnering with other reporters and journalists from
state based news organizations, public-policy
ingtitutions & watchdog groups to share leads and
information

Candidates must hav e the following attributes:

o Solid background in journalism, investigation, and
research

o Established record of getting published or broadcast

o Strong written and verbal communication skills

o Knowledge of new media, website maintenance,
and basic video production

o Ability to workindependently and identify news-
worthy stories

o Experience utilizing open-records law

o Solid understanding of basic economic principles
and how markets work

o A bachelorsdegree

Interested candidates should submit a résumé, references,

writing samples, and a cover letter detailing salary

requirements and higher philosophical interest in the

mission of FranKin to claire@talentmarket.org.

About the Franklin Center for Government and Public
Integrity

The Frankin Center is a non-profit group dedicated to
providing investigative reporters and non-profit
organizations at the state and local level with the training,
expertise and technical support necessary to pursue

journalistic endeavors.

For more information visit The FranKin Center for

Government and Public Integrity.
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