@ Tools | Inquirer | Daily News | My C

Republicans' heal-care plan: First, repeal overhaul; then . . . |déleiphia Inquirer | O...

Union 34 |

Mobile Newsletters RSS Feeds Subscriber Services

philly®com iy

anything & everything philly

VOLKSWAGEN CC SPORT
$259/Month * 36 Months

Leage 52,999 Due at signing, Zero sacurity deposit, S258 First month payment. Excluding tile, tax, options and dealer fees, 36 montha/36)

-
—

mifes. Expires 33010,

l HOME ‘ NEWS | SPORTS | BUSINESS ‘ WHAT'S HAPPENING | RESTAURANTS & FOOD ‘ ENTERTAINMENT ‘ LIVING | MARKETPLACE ‘ JOBS | CARS ‘ HOMES

Your Money Your Tech Wires Fi Tools

| Sign In| Register Tuesday, Sep 21, 11:53 AM

YGUPU MONE-Y N ess|

email print [ fontsize 317 comments [5U)

Recommend

READER FEEDBACK
Post a comment

' over $100,00Q i
| cash prizes EVERY week#

WASHINGTON - Republicans are promising to repeal and replace President Obama's health-care
overhaul if they win control of Congress. But with what? Not even they know.

Republicans' health-care plan:
First, repeal overhaul; then. ..

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar
Associated Press

Some propose major changes to workplace coverage, even turning Medicare into a voucher plan.
Many prefer to tiptoe around political land mines. Others want a clean start.

"During the health-care debate, there was just as much division within Republicans as there was
between the parties," said Douglas Holtz-Eakin, a top adviser to 2008 GOP presidential candidate
John McCain. "It will be more visible now that Republicans may be in charge of one house because
those divisions will come to the surface."

One of the first acts of a GOP majority would be a vote to repeal the overhaul. But they haven't said
much about what would replace it.

A GOP bill rejected by the Democratic-led House last year is the closest thing to a starting point. The
Republican plan would cover an additional three million people by 2019, compared with nearly 33
million under the Obama law. It would lower premiums modestly for many small businesses and
people buying insurance directly. It would not solve the nation's long-term cost and coverage
problems.

"On a scale of 1 to 1,000, it's about a 5," scoffs former Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle, a senior
Democratic adviser.

Some Republican proposals are as far-reaching as anything Democrats have tried. A budget crisis
could push them to the forefront because lowering health costs is critical to reducing record federal
deficits.

Many ideas come from Rep. Paul Ryan (R., Wis.). Along with Sen. Tom Coburn (R., Okla.), Ryan
sponsored legislation that would begin weaning the middle class from job-based coverage and replace
Medicaid with private insurance for most low-income people.

The idea is to foster personal responsibility, so consumers would seek better value for their health-
care dollars and push down costs. Their plan would make employer coverage taxable to the
employee, but that would be offset with a tax credit available to all Americans. It could be used to
buy coverage individually or to keep a plan at work. Some with generous employer coverage could
face higher taxes.

In contrast to Democrats' law, there would be no federal mandate that individuals get coverage or
employers help pay for it.

The GOP plan is a hard sell. Any attempt to tamper with the tax-free status of employer health care is
certain to anger unions. That hasn't deterred Ryan.

On his own, he proposes converting Medicare into a voucher system. People who become eligible
starting in 2021 would get a federal payment to buy private insurance. Because of the timing of the
transition, most baby boomers would get to keep the current government-run program.

Ryan's proposals draw flak from Democrats intent on preserving the health-care law, and that is
making some GOP leaders nervous.

But Ryan says that he represents "a consensus of one person - myself" and that he is trying to
promote discussion, not lay down the agenda.

"Repealing Obamacare is a step in the right direction," he said. But, he added, "it's not enough. You
have to reform health care itself."

Repeal is not a surefire proposition. Even if the Senate goes along, Obama could veto it, and
Republicans aren't likely to have enough votes to override. But they have a backup plan: Use
Congress' power of the purse to deny the administration funds to carry out the law.

For now, it looks as if Republicans are pushing hard on the repeal part of their slogan but treading
gingerly when it comes to replacing.

Generally, there is Republican consensus for placing limits on jury awards in malpractice cases,
strengthening the prohibition against the use of federal funds to pay for abortions, and tight oversight
of the Obama administration's efforts to implement the health law.

If that's all, some conservatives will be disappointed. "Republicans won't fix health care if they just

search the site -

Rates are expected to
increase about 10%

>>Get the facts.

= PECO.

Advertise Here

=B PHILLY.COM INDICES WATCH
S&P 500 [ DJIA_ [NASDAQ[ NYSE

RUSS2KG

1144

1142
1140

' 1138

' '
pri 2prn

10am 12
September 21, 2010 @ quoternadia.com
S&P 500 113896 ¥ -3.75 (- 0.33%)
DJIA 10735.98 ¥ -17.64 (- 0.16%)
NASDAQ 234798 ¥ 785  (-0.33%)
NYSE 722964 ¥ 3638 (- 0.50%)
RUSS2KG 368.78 7 -253 (- 0.68%)

~B PHILLY.COM BUSINESS VOICES

Brookings sees regional industry clusters
gaining luster

PhillyInc

Mike Armstrong

PA weighs $45 million grant for Blatstein's
new hotel

PhillyDeals
Joseph N. DiStefano

Airline fees hard to calculate, travel group
says

Winging It

Tom Belden

No label needed for genetically engineered
salmon?

Inquiring Consumer
Jeff Gelles

Boston beats Philadelphia for union's biz

Jobs Blog
Jane M. Von Bergen

HARRY GROSS

Harry Gross: Good news/bad news on
inherited stock

http://www.philly.com/philly/business/personal fimae/20100921 Republicans he-c... 9/21/201(

Pagel of 3



Republicans' heal-care plan: First, repeal overhaul; then . . . |déleiphia Inquirer | 0... Page2 of 3

’ Tools

Recommend Be the first of your friends to recommend this.

Go Back To School
M Be Availabl

YOU SEARCHED FOR "CATO INSTITUTE"

Institute Degrees Online
Earn Your Degree from a Top Online Institute and Advance Your
CollegeDegreeNetwork.com

Institute Degrees Online
Earn Your Degree from a Top Online Institute and Advance Your
Education.NexTag.com/Institute

Institute Degrees Online
Earn Your Degree from a Top Online Institute and Advance Your
DegreeSearchNetwork.com

Chitika | Premium Sponsored Results 53 54 55 56 57 58 59
MBA Healthcare Management KEEP UP WITH THE LATEST NEWS 60 | 61 | 62 | 63 | 64 | 65 | 66
Earn an MBA in Health Care Mgmt. Follow us on TWITTER » 67 68 | 69 70 71 72 73

Regionally Accredited, Great Value
www.ColumbiaSouthern.edu/UNA

Get our BUSINESS UPDATE newsletter

. —B BUSINESS
Medicare Supplement Your email address:
Need Medicare Supplement Insurance? No plan reached to close children's medical
Get Affordable Coverage Today! facility
www.MutualMedicare.com Already a philly.com member? 7 Yes ' No Nearly three months ago, Temple University and

St. Christopher's Hospital for Children announced
that they were talking about moving most pediatric

Plans for Small Business ) e ! }
Find out why so many small businesses services from Temple's children's hospital to nearby
choose UnitedHealthcare® GET BREAKING NEWS ON YOUR PHONE St. Christopher's.

UHC.com/SmallBusiness Text PNEWS to 744559 IN0 The recession is (officially) over

N0 Investor Eric Blum emerges as new
Ads by Coos[e Pitcairn Properties chair

N0 PhillyDeals: Penn's flying robots have
grasped the imagination

Sign in to post a comment
Comments

joepaper Posted 06:16 AM, 09/21/2010

Seems to me the double dip recession started right around when Obama care was signed?
How about that?
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blakelock Posted 06:49 AM, 09/21/2010

@joepaper - however the main provisions of the healthcare plan have yet to kick in, so have minimal
impact on the recession. A little transparent, but nice try. Maybe it was the two unfunded wars that GWB
plunged us into? You know, the wars that (unlike the healthcare bill) were unfunded? —B YOUR TECH
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PhillyDeals: Penn's
truth B told Posted 07:20 AM, 09/21/2010 flying robots have

Everyone is dubious of the Obama care package. Especially when you have the house majority leader .g;rasgedtt.he
saying "We have to pass it to find out what's in it." Duh? Come on folks, let's be reasonable here. Would imagination
you sign any contract without reading the fine print??? SILENT MAJORITY IS SILENT NO MORE!!! The GRASP (General
. Robotics, Automation,
Sign in to report abuse Sensing, and
Perception) lab,

nuggett Posted 07:58 AM, 09/21/2010 upstairs at the
check out when the democrats took over congress....(Nov 2007 fools and sheep) and check out the University ‘?fl . . o .
numbers then and now and see what they did to make things what they are today.....go ahead, I dare Pennsylvania's Engineering School, is in the million-

hits club at YouTube this summer, as videos of its
book-sized quadro-rotor flying robots have been
promoted as gadgets that can, as Gizmodo.com
cheerfully put it, "fly in your window and kill you as
brucek4121 Posted 08:34 AM, 09/21/2010 you sleep."
Yeah nugget, we lived in a virtual utopian society before that. By the way, the date was actually Jan 2008
when the Dems were sworn in. If you are going to make spurious claims, at least get your facts right.
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Habba-Dasheer Posted 08:42 AM, 09/21/2010
We should simply do away with the government Let the rich and powerful name a board of directors.
Such people as the Wal-mart family,Goldman, and bankers could run the country, and make a profit
doing it. They wouldn't need a Congress, nor courts, nor elections. One percent controls ninety percent of
the wealth anyway, so let them run the country. Then we can all pledge allegiance to the all mighty
dollar.
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Sam D Posted 09:50 AM, 09/21/2010

"On his own, he [Ryan] proposes converting Medicare into a voucher system." Sheesh, the man doesn't
even listen to his own right-wing tea party base. Remember the signs? "Keep your government hands off
my Medicare!" Ah well, ignorance is bliss...
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psyrus Posted 10:28 AM, 09/21/2010
"however the main provisions of the healthcare plan have yet to kick in, so have minimal impact on the
recession" --- Actually they have. Businesses have been dealing with Obamacare since it became law.

Most businesses have their budgets planned out years ahead of time. I am all for removing healthcare
from the employment picture. We should be able to shop around for the best coverage that we can
afford. Not have that coverage dictated by our employers or the government. The whole Obamacare
process was nothing but a sham. Any sane person that tried to follow it knows that. Even the Dems on
these boards can't be so blinded by their partisanship that they can't see the fraud that was perpetrated.
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intelliwoman Posted 10:52 AM, 09/21/2010
When GWB took office we had a huge surplus, when he left we were trillion and trillions in debt. END OF
STORY.
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runpath Posted 11:18 AM, 09/21/2010
It seems that lawmakers like Paul Ryan would like to "wean the middle-class from employer-base
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runpath Posted 11:27 AM, 09/21/2010

Continuation of my prior comment. If you don't want employers to be saddled with health coverage (think
about why Toyota is doing so well, one reason is that the government is providing its employees health
coverage), we should have just passed single-payer coverage. With that big a pool (the entire US
population) costs would go down, and all our businesses would be unfettered, such as it is with Toyota.
Also, privatizing Medicare and giving seniors "vouchers" to pay for their health care is a ridiculous idea. It
is denying them care, to save a buck, pure and simple. It is heartless.
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