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Tuesday evening, I went to the widely attended Rep. Moran town hall in Reston to show support for

meaningful health care reform and help fight back against the insidious and unruly protests of the teabagger

crowd, which was also out in full force. I was unable to get into the event, but did stand right outside holding

a sign and helping ensure the enemies of the American people’s business didn’t have complete control of the

scene.

To be fair, most of the folks in the crowd were rather raucous and disrespectful, but still not intent on

engaging in violence. Unfortunately, that did not go for everyone. Myself and a handful of other health reform

supporters were basically surrounded by a group of perhaps 50 loud protesters in that immediate area, and we

had some extra signs to hold for others who might join us to even the numbers out.

Then, a very large man with a Cato Institute shirt attempted to steal our extra signs and run away. Now I am

generally a peaceful person, but I’m also a New Yorker at heart and not about to be steamrolled by any

bullying types. So I ran after him as he was trying to escape with our signs and grabbed him by the shirt sleeve

to slow him down. The corporate-funded neanderthal then turned around and socked me square in the face,

just below my right eye, as hard as he could. Not cool. I tried to fight back, but the crowd quickly broke it up,

followed by the cops. Ultimately, we were both forced to leave the premises for security precautions. The fat

man was quite resistant to that order, but eventually he acquiesced.

A police report has been filed, and although I will probably not press charges, I do want to find out who that

man is and whether he has any formal connection to the Cato Institute. Thankfully, I am a former rugby

player and can deal with a punch, even a hard one thrown by a strong guy, but it’s highly unfortunate that

people like him feel the need to resort to violence to get their way. After all, if you are associated with an

institution as powerful as Cato, shouldn’t you be able to get your voice heard without punching people in the

face? That is exactly what is wrong with the American political discourse; when one side feels okay using

tactics of intimidation and physical aggression just to advance an agenda, it poisons the whole debate and

good policy takes a backseat to who can yell the loudest. We can do better than that.

-Jeremy
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1 comment so far

 bronwyn41 on August 26, 2009

I hope you’re OK. I’m glad you’re a rugby player. But that effin’ sucks.

The other things I want to say would probably lower the tone of our blog (most of them involve

obscenities).
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