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Wind energy, solar energy, and provisions for electric grid modernization, government

subsidies for T. Boone Pickens

Pickens Explains His Support for Totalitarian Cap-and-Trade

Bill

 By Matthew Vadum  Tuesday, July 7, 2009

Billionaire T. Boone Pickens, who has supported many worthy free-market
causes in his life, explained on the “Glenn Beck Program” Tuesday his curious
support for the Democrats’ totalitarian cap-and-trade legislation.

"We haven’t had the leadership in Washington in 40 years to have an energy
plan,” Pickens complained to substitute host (retired) Judge Andrew Napolitano.
Pickens has spent millions of dollars to date promoting the ”Pickens Plan” that is
aimed at reducing the nation’s dependence on foreign oil.

Pickens hailed the bill, sponsored by Reps. Henry Waxman (D-Calif.) and
Edward Markey (D-Mass.), as “the most encompassing “ energy legislation ever.
The legislation, which is also backed by global warming alarmist Al Gore who
compares the struggle against climate change to the war against the Nazis,
would kill jobs and regulate every aspect of Americans’ behavior.

Pickens said that cap-and-trade “isn’t my issue” but that the measure has “some
good things in it” such as its treatment of wind energy, solar energy, and
provisions for electric grid modernization.

Those “good things” are government subsidies for T. Boone Pickens.

“Pickens wants to hard-wire the market to consume the things he’s investing in
and have the government lavish him with subsidies in the course of doing so,”
according to Jerry Taylor of the Cato Institute.
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Matthew Vadum is Editor of Organization Trends and Foundation Watch, two monthly newsletters

published by Capital Research Center, a Washington D.C.-based think tank that focuses on the

politics of philanthropy. He has appeared on “Daily Show with Jon Stewart,” “CBS Evening News

with Katie Couric,” “O’Reilly Factor,” “America’s Nightly Scoreboard,” “G. Gordon Liddy Show,”

“Michael Reagan Show,” “Janet Parshall’s America,” “The Lars Larson Show,” “Greg Knapp

Experience,” “Politics of Money,” “Glenn Beck” and has been published in the Washington Times,

Boston Herald, Las Vegas Review Journal, American Spectator, Human Events.

Matthew can be reached at: mvadum@capitalresearch.org
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