The Ron Paul Delusion - Reason Magazine

Specialize in: Conflict Management,

ﬁé NORWICH
UNIVERSITY

Learn More »

Terrorism, or Commerce

http://reason.com/archives/2010/02/24/the-ron-paul -delusion/singlepage

Subscribe
About

Staff
Contributors
Topics

Print Archives
Cover Gallery
Hit & Run - Blog
Daily Brickbats
Podcasts

RSS Feeds
Advertise
Subscriber Services
Donate

Reason Stuff
Events
Submissions
Contact Us

Reason on Facebook

Reason on Twitter

=
£
g

Reason on YouTube

2Nz

Reason RSS

Get Reason E-mail Updates!
First Name

Last Name

Email

|
Submit |

Manage your Reason e-mail
list subscriptions

Site comments/questions:
Mike Alissi

Media Inquiries and Reprint
Permissions:

Chris Mitchell

(310) 367-6109

Editorial & Production
Offices:

3415 S. Sepulveda Blvd.
Suite 400

Los Angeles, CA 90034
(310) 391-2245

ADVERTISEMENTS

reason.com reason.tv reason.org Donate Site Search:

PRINT | EMAIL

The Ron Paul Delusion

Why the Texas congressman does not represent the future of conservatism
David Harsanyi | February 24, 2010

What are we to make of the Republican Party's
future now that libertarian Rep. Ron Paul won
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Libertarianism offers conservatives—many of them new to political activism—an earnest ideological
alternative to the process-heavy politics that dominate Washington.

It allows Republicans to cleanse themselves of the GOP's failure to deliver on promises of smaller
government and fiscal restraint.

None of which is new. The 1964 Barry Goldwater would be considered a libertarian today by many
measures. The National Review constructed a "fusionist"” effort to bring the parties together. Ronald
Reagan explained to Reason magazine back in 1975 that "the very heart and soul of conservatism is
libertarianism."

Two sticking points preventing this fling from turning into something more serious have been social
issues and war. Has anything changed to alter the dynamics of the relationship? Probably not.

Patrick Buchanan recently claimed that the GOP is showing signs of turning away from its recent
foreign policy positions. The focus of policy may have changed—and perhaps there's more reluctance
in nation building—but polls pretty clearly illustrate Republicans still believe in a robust and
proactive national defense.

Social issues are far more complex—and they always have been, despite caricatures. But the reality is
that most of the cultural issues that divide Americans have been mired in political stalemates. You
can debate abortion all day long; policy won't be changing.

Economics, on the other hand, touches almost everything in a tangible way. That—and one of the
most aggressive left-wing economic agendas in American history—makes the libertarian fiscal
message seductive.

Does that mean we need Paul?

"Congressman Paul is committed to bringing the conservative movement back to its traditional
platform of limited government, balanced budgets and a foreign policy of nonintervention," claims
Jesse Benton, Paul's spokesman.
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If only it stopped there. Paul isn't a traditional conservative. His obsession with long-decided
monetary policy and isolationism are not his only half-baked crusades. Paul's newsletters of the '80s
and '90s were filled with anti-Semitic and racist rants, proving his slumming in the ugliest corners of
conspiracyland today is no mistake.

Perhaps the greatest tragedy of Paul is that thousands of intellectually curious young people will have
read his silly books, including End the Fed, as serious manifestoes. Though you wouldn't know it by
listening to Paul or reading his words, libertarians do have genuine ideas that conservatives might
embrace.

A serious libertarian, David Boaz at the Cato Institute, found that 14 percent of American voters
could be classified as libertarian. "Other surveys," he points out, "find a larger number of people who
hold views that are neither consistently liberal nor conservative but are best described as libertarian.”

Seeing as the two top concerns at CPAC were "reducing size of federal government" (35 percent)
followed by "reducing government spending," it is obvious the message of individual freedom and
small government has resonance. But accepting Ron Paul as the leader of this—or, actually,
any—charge is a mistake for both parties.

David Harsanyi is a columnist at The Denver Post and the author of Nanny State. Visit his Web site
at www.DavidHarsanyi.com.
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