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WherelsThe Anti-War Movement?

21 Mar 2011 05:06 pm
David Boaz isvondering

On a street corner in Washington, D.C., outsideQam Institute, there’s a metal box that controls
traffic signals. During the Bush years there wasllyaa day that it didn’t sport a poster advertisin
an antiwar march or simply denouncing Presidesbrge W. Busland the war in Irag. But the
marches and the posters seemed to stop on eleetjoR008. Maybe antiwar organizers assumed
that they had elected the man who would stop the Afeer all, Barack Obama rose to power on the
basis of his early opposition to the Iraq war arsdgnomise to end it. But after two years in the
White House he has made both of George Bush’s hiarsars.

He proceeds to remind us (painfully) of Obama #nedidate:

In October 2007, Obanm@oclaimed “I will promise you this, that if we have not ¢ge our troops
out by the time | am president, it is the firsinipil will do. | will get our troops home. We wilking
an end to this war. You can take that to the baBkgaking of Iraq in February 20@&ndidate
Barack Obama saidl opposed this war in 2002. | will bring this wi an end in 2009. It is time to
bring our troops home.” The following month, unfiez from Hillary Clinton, he reiterated‘l was
opposed to this war in 2002....I have been agaimstd002, 2003, 2004, 5, 6, 7, 8 and | will bring
this war to an end in 2009. So don’t be confused.”

Indeed, in his famous “the moment when the risthefoceans began to slow” speech on the night he
clinched the Democratic nomination, he also proctad, “| am absolutely certain that generations
from now we will be able to look back and tell ainildren that . . . this was the moment when we
ended a war.”

Reality is a stark contrast:

...he hadripled President Bush troop levelsn Afghanistan, and we have been fighting there fo

more than nine years. The Pentagon has declarefticial end to Operation Iraqi Freedom and
combat operations by United States forces in Irbgtive still have 50,000 troops thetgardly what
Senator Obama promised.

And now Libya.ln various recent pollmore than two-thirds of Americans have opposedtamy
intervention in Libya. No doubt many of them vofec President Obam
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