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The chiefs of the U.S. military warned today thegynhave to end new weapons
programs, close bases and cut civilian personneddyg as next year if Congress allows
about $1 trillion in defense cuts over the nextadiec

The military heads of the Navy, Marine Corps, AramdAir Force, in testimony today
before the House Armed Services Committee, aréngiDefense Secretabyeon
Panettan warning against defense cuts that might redctrition.

Cuts of that magnitude might reduce Marine Corpsgmel below the level necessary
to sustain “even one major contingency,” MarinegddCommandant James Amos said
in a prepared statement for today’s hearing.

The Navy may see reductions of as much as 25 pei@és procurement and readiness
accounts if the special congressional committds faiproduce an alternative to
automatic cutbacks, according to testimony prepbyeddmiral Jonathan Greenert, the
chief of naval operations. The so-called supercabemis tasked with finding at least
$1.2 trillion in cuts across U.S. government spagdo avoid the automatic cuts.

The Army would have to “eliminate almost all” modesation programs and consider
consolidations and closures of bases that would@®mensurate with force structure
reductions,” Army Chief of Staff Gener@ly Odierncsaid, also in prepared testimony.
Analyst Caution

Analysts recommended caution as the public asséssesilitary’s warnings.

“The services are special bureaucracies and tleefryang to frighten us into preserving

their budgets,” CATO Institute defense budget astaBenjamin Friedman wrote in an e-
mail.



