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WASHINGTON — U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services is on track this fiscal year to
process the most employment-based green cards in the history of the program, after several years

of falling short on processing goals.

For the tens of thousands of highly educated foreign citizens who got their green cards this year,
the processing boost was life-changing, chopping years off their wait times. It also likely alleviated

the labor crunch for companies searching for skilled workers in health care and other industries.

But the agency won’t be able to maintain that increased pace without action from Congress, where
proposals to allow more employment-based green cards each year have been caught in the political

thicket of immigration reform and border security.

“There’s more demand than ever for employment-based green cards,” said David Bier, associate
director of immigration studies at the Cato Institute think tank. “This problem is not going

anywhere unless Congress changes the employment-based green card caps.”



