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School choice opponents’ motto: No child
allowed to get ahead

By Kyle Wingfield

The Southern Poverty Law Center, last s@spiring a man to attempt a mass
shooting at the Family Research Council's Washington headeps, is suing to overturn
a school-choice measure passed next door in AlabBineaSPLC'argument? That
because some people might not benefit from thewavich provides a $3,500 voucher
that kids in one of 7&iling schoolscan use to attend a private school instead, the la
shouldn't be on the books at all.

This is a refrain sung faithfully by school-chomgponents everywhere, including
Georgia. And the refrain's moral and intellectuap#iness igbly pointed out by the
Cato Institute's Jason Bedrick:

"The SPLC lawsuitlaims that the law 'creates two classes of sttglassigned to failing
schools -- those who can escape because of thenggincome or where they live and
those, like the Plaintiffs here, who cannot.' lotfahose two classes of students already
exist. In our existing education system, low-incéameilies are trapped in failing schools
while wealthier families can afford either to livedistricts with better public schools or
to send their children to private school. The sahghip tax credit program is too limited
to solve all the existing inequities, but it momese students out of the first category and
into the second. In other words, by expanding ofymities to low-income families, it
makes an already unequal education system mord.e@aamphasis and link original)

This isthe same argument made last fall when school-choice opponentsltieeplay

this faux segregation card. The segregation of hane have-nots already exists; school-
choice measures help more have-nots move intoaweshcategory. And it would help
even more move up, if the education status qudidtst fight so viciously to limit it.

Then again, as Glenn Reynohstes they don't call themselves the Southestape-
from-PovertyLaw Center.

Seriously, though: The SPLC once was on the riiglet sf history when it came to civil
rights. It's sad to see them take the wrong postiothe civil rights issue of this era.






