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A driver with the ride-sharing company Uber put a stop to a potential mass shooting in Chicago 

over the weekend. 

Here's the Chicago Tribune, citing Assistant State's Attorney Barry Quinn: 

A group of people had been walking in front of the driver around 11:50 p.m. in the 2900 block of 

North Milwaukee Avenue when Everardo Custodio, 22, began firing into the crowd, Quinn said. 

The driver pulled out a handgun and fired six shots at Custodio, hitting him several times, 

according to court records. Responding officers found Custodio lying on the ground, bleeding, 

Quinn said. No other injuries were reported. 

The driver will not be charged: 

The driver had a concealed-carry permit and acted in the defense of himself and others, 

Assistant State's Attorney Barry Quinn said in court Sunday. 

Chicago was home to some of the most draconian gun laws in America until a 2010 Supreme 

Court ruling, McDonald v. Chicago, found Chicago's gun regulation regime unconstitutional. 

That ruling applied the Court's previous landmark 2nd Amendment ruling, District of Columbia 

v. Heller, to state governments. 

While those rulings dealt with the right to bear arms for self-defense in the home, some circuit 

courts (including the 7th Circuit, which governs in Chicago) have extended the Heller/McDonald 

logic to certain public places as well as the home. 

Under the previous regime in Chicago, the driver would have had to choose between saving lives 

and avoiding a lengthy, potentially life-ruining prison sentence. It's safe to assume that both the 

hero in this case and the potential victims of Custodio are thankful that unconstitutional burden 

has been erased. 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/ct-uber-driver-shoots-gunman-met-0420-20150419-story.html
http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/09pdf/08-1521.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/07pdf/07-290.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/07pdf/07-290.pdf
http://cdn.ca9.uscourts.gov/datastore/opinions/2014/02/13/10-56971%20web.pdf
http://cdn.ca9.uscourts.gov/datastore/opinions/2014/02/13/10-56971%20web.pdf
https://cases.justia.com/federal/appellate-courts/ca7/12-1269/12-1269-2012-12-11.pdf


That is, of course, not to say that the struggle for gun rights is over. Some circuits maintain a 

more limited view of Heller and McDonald, granting the government far more discretionin 

denying the right to bear arms outside the home. 

For every hero Uber driver there are still far too many Shaneen Allens and Brian Aitkens: law-

abiding, peaceful citizens who have their livelihoods and even their lives threatened for 

exercising their Constitutional rights. 

We can hope only that stories like this, of which there are many, receive the attention they 

deserve and bolster the case for individual liberty and the right to bear arms. 

Adam Bates is a policy analyst with Cato Institute’s Project on Criminal Justice. 

http://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-3rd-circuit/1640513.html
http://www.ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/press-releases/2012/CA2%20Kachalsky%20opinion.pdf
http://www.buzzfeed.com/joelanderson/how-a-philly-moms-legal-battle-rallied-pro-gun-advocates#.deGjBejQ9
http://www.cato.org/events/blue-tent-sky-how-lefts-war-guns-cost-me-son-freedom
http://www.cato.org/guns-and-self-defense

