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Another Memorial Day, another holiday filled with rhapsodies by politicians and citizens alike about the sacrifices of American military
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personnel. But if these summer patriots really cared about their neighbors in uniform, they would stop putting servicemen and women at
risk for frivolous reasons.

America was born in war. The existence of evil means that war may always be an ugly necessity. But these days most of Washington's

conflicts are wars of choice, military interventions for almost any reason other than protecting vital American interests. Indeed, wars
initiated by the U.S. are more likely to threaten than protect U.S. liberty and security.

This weekend individuals and families will hoist flags, watch parades, whisper prayers, and visit cemeteries across the nation. People will

forward emails celebrating the bravery of those who have fought and died. Politicians will host ceremonies and issue platitudes. The
uniform mantra will be that Americans owe their liberties to those who have served and often died.

Actually, dying for freedom is more the exception than the rule. In most cases, those dying are dying for Washington, not America. They

certainly are not dying for liberty.

The fault obviously is not of those in uniform. Rather, the blame falls on politicians who believe that American military personnel are
little more than gambit pawns in a permanent global chess game. Also responsible are the American people, who elect and reelect

politicians who believe that war is just another program, kind of like a violent foreign earmark.

The buck truly stops in every home across America.

Consider Washington's most recent battles. It is hard to keep a straight face while arguing an alleged national interest involving Libya.

Why intervene in this one of many civil wars?

Contra claims at the time, there was no evidence of likely massacres in Benghazi or elsewhere. The Western powers still don't really
know who runs the opposition and, more important, who likely would rule if it triumphed. If anyone should take responsibility for conflict

in North Africa, it is Europe. If any American is unfortunate enough to die in this war, it will not be for Americans' liberty, security, or
any other benefit of note. Libya is a dumb war which also happens to be an illegal war, since the Obama administration failed to get

congressional assent.

In Afghanistan Americans are dying for no good reason. The U.S. has been at war for a decade, long after achieving its initial aims of
disrupting al Qaeda, which managed the September 11 terrorist attacks, and ousting the Taliban government, which hosted al Qaeda.

Alas, sticking around to create a Western-style liberal democratic state in Afghanistan has proved to be a fool's errand. Only the Afghans

can determine their future. Moreover, the war may be the greatest force destabilizing next door Pakistan, in which al Qaeda settled.
Pakistan also possesses nuclear weapons, making it far more dangerous than Iran, upon which most people focus.

Iraq was deadlier and less justified than Afghanistan. Every major Bush administration claim about Iraq proved to be false. In blowing up

this artificial nation Washington triggered a brutal internal conflict which consumed 200,000 or more Iraqi lives while dramatically
increasing Iran's influence in the region. The war will end up costing $2 or $3 trillion as well as 4,500 American lives. The conflict yet

again simultaneously exhibited the bravery of U.S. personnel and the foolishness of U.S. policymakers.

The war against Serbia over Kosovo was even more frivolous, akin to that in Libya. Kosovo was wracked by a common-variety guerrilla
conflict with brutality on both sides. An American diplomat even called the insurgents "terrorists." But the Clinton administration was

determined to try a little foreign social engineering by launching a war in which America had no discernible interests. The U.S. even
solicited the military assistance of Turkey, a NATO ally which had behaved far more brutally in suppressing a similar rebellion by Kurds,

killing tens of thousands with American-supplied weapons.

After the conflict ended Washington's new friends kicked out a quarter million Serbs and other ethnic and religious minorities while allied
soldiers stood by. The U.S. dismissed the security concerns of the Serbs who remained while supporting a declaration of independence for

the territory -- governed by gangster elites recently accused of having engaged in organ-trafficking of Serb prisoners. The new "nation"

remains unacknowledged by a majority of the world's states and the United Nations, thereby continuing to destabilize the Balkans. Why
did Washington go to war?

Many of America's big wars, in which casualties hit the tens or hundreds of thousands, were no more justifiable. Looking back a half

century it is hard to understand what the Vietnam War was about. France had turned Indochina into a colony. For some people,
colonialism retains an aura of gentility, even nobility. But in practice it meant foreigners showing up with guns demanding obedience --

essentially national slavery.

World War II loosened France's hold over its colonies, and Paris lacked both the means and will to reestablish control. Unfortunately, the
U.S. stepped into France's shoes, attempting to protect the decrepit and corrupt South Vietnamese dictatorship from the far more

disciplined, competent, and ruthless nationalistic Communists in the north.

America had nothing directly at stake warranting intervention. And the celebrated "domino" theory -- that one communist victory would
turn the entire region into a communist preserve -- proved to be a bust. Fifteen years after South Vietnam was overwhelmed the Berlin

Wall had fallen, the Soviet Union was coming apart, and China had embraced the market. Today Vietnam looks to the U.S. to balance
against Beijing. So precisely what did 58,000 Americans die for? The precious lives of U.S. military personnel were needlessly
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squandered by foolish presidents, generals, and legislators.

At least the Korean War occurred in the midst of worsening Cold War competition with the Soviet Union. However, it was one cause of
the worsening competition.

The Korean peninsula was of no particular strategic importance to America -- the U.S. never had a lodgment on the Asian mainland.

Washington only haphazardly ended up occupying the southern half of the peninsula after the defeat of Japan, which had turned Korea
into a colony. Then the U.S. helped set the stage for war by embracing an irascible, brutal, and aggressive dictator in the south who

favored launching a war against the Communist north. Because of his threats, Washington refused to provide heavy weapons to its client
state, leaving it vulnerable to attack.

The war may have preserved freedom in the South -- kind of, anyway, since that nation languished under civilian and military

dictatorships for nearly four decades -- but the conflict reinforced America's national security state, reducing liberty at home. And the
U.S. ended up much less secure. The war triggered a massive militarization of the Cold War, making the draft permanent and sending

military outlays skyward. The conflict diverted resources from Europe and turned the People's Republic of China into a bitter military

enemy. Last but not least, nearly 54,000 Americans died.

World War II remains the "good war" insofar as the conflict was initiated by others and America was fighting great evil. But this conflict,

history's worst, did not begin in isolation. Rather, it was the logical, perhaps even inevitable, outgrowth of World War I. And the latter
may be the dumbest which the U.S. ever fought.

The conflict involved two contending imperial blocs. The "bad guys" included Wilhelmine Germany, which had a constitution, elected

Reichstag, and broader franchise than Great Britain. Austro-Hungary was a somewhat ramshackle and messy liberal autocracy with
elected legislative bodies. Not democrats by today's standards, but not totalitarians either.

The "good guys" included Imperial Russia, the anti-Semitic despotism of the Tsar. Little Belgium committed big atrocities in the Belgian

Congo, a heritage which continues to afflict the same tormented African territory. Italy came into the war to claim promised territorial
booty -- that is, the opportunity to force its rule on unwilling Austrians. France was intent on exacting revenge for its territorial losses in

the Franco-Prussian War -- after spending several hundred years ravaging all of its neighbors, including the German states. And Great

Britain was a democracy which used brute force to rule over hundreds of millions of subject peoples around the globe.

An ocean away, the U.S. had no reason to get involved in this foolish war. Woodrow Wilson cited navigation rights. In practice, that

meant Americans booking passage on British passenger liners, which acted as reserve cruisers and carried munitions through a war zone.

Only in President Wilson's fevered imagination -- he also wanted to make it illegal to criticize the president -- could mixing cargoes of
babies and bullets be considered a basic right to be protected by American force of arms. In fact, President Wilson took the U.S. into war

because he was a megalomaniac who wanted to remake the globe. For his ambitious fantasies hundreds of thousands of Americans were
killed or wounded.

The 19th century was little better. Protecting Americans' liberty was rarely the objective or consequence of America's wars. Such

conflicts rarely advanced Americans' security. Then as now, war was mostly a tool of U.S. policymakers for who cared little for the
human losses inflicted, even as they extolled the sacrifice of the troops.

We should use Memorial Day to honor those who have served and especially those who have died. But the knowledge that so many of

them have died unnecessarily, even in vain, should anger free people in a republic -- and redouble their determination to hold public
officials accountable.

Instead of piously circulating patriotic emails to their friends, people should act. They should insist that presidents stop initiating foolish ,

unnecessary conflicts and that Congresses stop allowing presidents to unilaterally conduct foolish, unnecessary wars. People should
protest against dumb conflicts and vote against politicians willing to risk American lives for frivolous purposes.

America's military cemeteries are filled because of the decisions of political leaders elected by citizens across the nation. The best way to

honor the fallen is to say "never again." Never again will American lives be wasted in ambitious foreign crusades which leave America
less free and secure.
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