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Washington and its NATO allies have bungled the Libya crisis. Unless they change course, they face endless entanglement in an interminable civil war
in North Africa. The only worse option would be to double down and escalate.

Allied intervention in Libya makes no sense. No security issues of note are at issue. Libya is only a modest oil producer and Western military action
does not guarantee stability. In fact, tepid U.S. and European intervention has deepened and prolonged the crisis. Even if the Europeans felt their stake
in Libya's strife to be significant, Washington had no reason to get involved.

President Barack Obama's professed humanitarian case is weak: Muammar Gaddafi is an autocratic thug, but no more so today than last year, when
he feted by the West for having abandoned terrorism and proliferation. The developing civil war was awful because there was combat, not because
there was genocide. Gaddafi's blood-curdling rhetoric was not implemented when he previously recaptured rebellious cities. And the allies shamelessly
ignore repression and bloodshed elsewhere when it suits them, which is often.

Almost as bad as an unnecessary war is a bungled war. The allies purport to be protecting civilians, but have been trying to oust Gaddafi on the cheap.
Despite insistent cries that the Libyan tyrant must go, the U.S. and other NATO members refuse to devote the forces necessary to defenestrate him.
Led by France and Britain, the alliance has saved the opposition from defeat, but not enabled it to win. The result has been a longer conflict, which has
led to more casualties, both combatants and civilians. And no end is in sight.

At last week's NATO foreign minister summit, British and French officials cut pitiful figures, begging the other 26 members to lend them a few planes
to fight their war. But they were turned down by everyone, including Washington. Nicolas Bonaparte Sarkozy has been threatening every Arab ruler
but lacks the weapons and munitions to defeat just Gaddafi. The heirs to Churchill in London have overstretched what is now a second-division power
and risk dropping it another level. Still, Britain began stretching those resources even more, targeting Qaddafi's communication networks.

All the governments in America, France, and Britain could agree on was a joint newspaper op-ed, proclaiming unity and steadfastness while failing to
set a coherent objective or explain who would provide the means necessary to achieve whatever the ultimate end. At least failure matters little to the
U.S., which has largely abandoned ongoing operations. But the Europeans face far greater public embarrassment and geopolitical harm.

As a result, the mission is creeping upward as pressure increases on the allies to do more. France wants to rewrite United Nations Resolution 1973 to
authorize expanded military operations, but in this campaign Paris is a bandwagon of one. Such an effort might not even win a majority of Security
Council votes, let alone escape a Russian veto. Anyway, approving another piece of paper won't add any military forces to the allied effort.

With the search for additional airpower looking to be a dead end, the Siren Call of ground troops beckons. Already Special Forces from various
nations are thought to be operating in Libya. France and Britain have just announced that they are taking a second step: sending military advisers to
assist the rebels. Italy is contributing zen instructors as well.

At the moment the objective is limited. London said that its "military liaison advisory team" won't even train rebel soldiers. However, British MP Sir
Menzies Campbell warned that sending advisers "must not be seen as a first instaliment of further military deployment. Vietnam began with a U.S.
president sending military advisers."

The Obama administration declined to join the advisory project, but has announced the provision of $25 million worth of "non- lethal" military supplies.
Capitol Hill advocates of arming the rebels say the door is now open for weapons transfers.

Moreover, the European Union, separate from NATO, has indicated its willingness to undertake a military mission, EURFOR Libya, to provide
humanitarian aid, if requested by the United Nations. In theory it's another limited operation, but this proposal could easily lead to geographic "safe
havens" guarded by allied troops, as advocated by former British Foreign Secretary David Owens.

Warned Simon Tisdall in the Guardian: "the creep is on."

Alas, half steps are unlikely to defeat Gaddafi. The opposition faces a number of debilitating internal challenges. For instance, two of the top military
commanders are currently waging a messy and public struggle for control. An opposition victory looks far away.

Stalemate will increase the temptation to initiate a ground assault. British Gen. Lord Dannatt, former British army head, dismissed concerns over
creeping escalation: "Some will always say 'mission creep,' but [Britain should] interpret the UN mandate broadly to avoid mission collapse."

What if the only way to prevent "mission collapse" is to introduce ground forces? The Misrata Judicial Committee has formally requested an allied
invasion of their beleaguered city in Libya's west. "We need a force from NATO or the United Nations on the ground now," explained committee
member Nouri Abdullah Abdulati.

Two weeks ago U.S. Gen. Carter Ham testified before the Senate Armed Services Committee: "I suspect there might be some consideration" of using
American ground forces. So far the secretary of defense, vice president, and president have dismissed that option. Are they prepared for either
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endless stalemate or embarrassing withdrawal?

The allies appear to believe that time is on their side. But there is no evidence that Gaddafi is ready to flee or about to be deposed. The Clinton
administration took the same approach against Serbia in 1999: drop a few bombs and Slobodan Milosevic will surrender. That air campaign went on
for 78 days before he made a deal and forced concessions in the ultimatum originally presented by Washington. Had the allies made regime change
their objective, the war would have gone on much longer.

To avoid another Kosovo, Michael Hirsh of the National Journal advocated that President Barack Obama toss aside his earlier promise and
"consider ground troops." Anthony Cordesman of CSIS proposed an even more dramatic escalation, though without ground forces.

Wrote Cordesman: "France, Britain, the U.S. and other participating members of the Coalition need to shift to the kind of bombing campaign that
targets and hunts down Qaddafi's military and security forces in their bases and as they move -- as long before they engage rebel forces as possible."
Moreover, added Cordesman, "Hard, and sometimes brutal, choices need to be made between limited civilian casualties and collateral damage during
the decisive use of force and an open-ended war of attrition."

Hirsh's and Cordesman's advice makes a certain sense -- but only if there is no alternative to war in Libya. To his credit, Vice President Joseph Biden
dismissed the argument that only America can resolve the Libyan crisis: "it is bizarre to suggest that NATO and the rest of the world lacks the
capability to deal with Libya -- it does not." The problem, he said, was will, not capacity.

There is an even more important point. The stakes do not warrant escalation. The vice president pointed to America's strategic concerns elsewhere,
including next door in Egypt. Libya barely registers. Nothing there warrants Washington's involvement.

Indeed, U.S. involvement in this conflict is simply stupid. The stakes are minimal, the objectives are confused, the benefits are negligible, the resources
are inadequate, the costs are excessive, and the consequences are dangerous. A month ago the president was right to reject the use of ground forces.
Today he should end U.S. participation in Libya's civil war.

Advertorials By SmarterLifestyles

Washington : Muscle building
miracle discovered by scientists.

k% Shocking discovery by Cambridge
% researchers for amazing joint
relief...

:Is ita scam? We investigated work
at home jobs and what we found
may shock you!

PHOTO GALLERIES

Potential GOP Presidential Candidates Weigh In On Foreign Policy

. A Look At Embattled Dictators' Spouses

= Which Countries Are Thriving Worldwide?

Dramatic Videos Of Protests Throughout Syria Emerge

FOLLOW US

huffingtonpost.com/.../libya-resisting-th... 3/8



4/21/2011 Doug Bandow: Libya: Resisting the Sire...

Connect with your friends
Check out stories you might like,
and see what your friends are sharing!

f Connect with Facebook

Most Popular on HuffPost

tm8hFHd4MUKKuDjZQC%2F 7lhb1x3DsSU77is7XusVOLg9In7yx8LiQw%2FETKNOtWzdqISU%2B6 1 L%2FLKrC3mQhd ViwyPgp3542TQoq]
xahzb7GcU%2FWQOAV2ekNIMwPyiN qzK Clk4sqK fyv5 W g8bk YzZW 8Jetlfi%2Bg4 %2 Btshlf?2 FrACj8niJe%2 BYKkTBPIIGmVM%2FwVOjRjks
1 of2

Mind-Blowing Time-Lapse Milky Way Footage
Like

California NAACP Demands Apology For Racist Obama Email
Like
28K

WATCH: Adorable Penguin Gets Tickled And Squeals
Like

ol?
3 r.' i
Popeater: What's the White Stuff on Vanessa Hudgens' Finger?
Like
1K

AOL Real Estate - Blog: Mobile Home for Sale--at $2.5 Million!
Like
205

Chain Restaurants Worth Visiting
Like
581

lan Somerhalder Accounting for a Manmade Disaster in the Gulf, a Year Later
Like
584

huffingtonpost.com/.../libya-resisting-th... 4/8



4/21/2011 Doug Bandow: Libya: Resisting the Sire...

Popeater:_;i_ciol’ Castoff Pia Toscano Dumped Boyfriend for Mark Ballas

Like
685

TV Squad: 'Happy Days' Actors Sue CBS Over Merchandising Revenues
Like

625

Don't Miss HuffPost Bloggers

1 of5

i

Sen. Dick Lugar
Libya: The Resource Curse Strikes Again

3

Rhea Perlman
A Family for Manny... and the 115,000 Waiting Children in the U.S.

Forget Online Dating: Man Searches for Perfect Woman Using Facebook Ads

Justin Bieber: Charlie Sheen is 2011's Most Influential Person

1T

QUOTE: NFL Releases Schedule Despite Lockout

Time - World .

d

Libya blast kills photojournalists Tim Hetherington and Chris Hondros

Displaced by daster, Japanese contend with the big city

More World News at latimes.com
TOP VIDEO PICKS
1ofl1

huffingtonpost.com/.../libya-resisting-th...

5/8



4/21/2011 Doug Bandow: Libya: Resisting the Sire...

Sporadic fighting in Abidjan

PLAY VIDED

CCTV of shooting victims released

PLAY VIDED

Kurdish protests in Turkey turn deadly
PLAY VIDED B
MOST DISCUSSED RIGHT NOW
2RgnQXLokEFimSGDV8i8a43pipObdKP JKomeBLqmM3QvAVQOtrgK QA9zRBn5¢9
1 of2

'Japan DecTares No-Go Zone Around Nuclear Plant

Palestinian President: No New Uprising Comin
HOT ON FACEBOOK

2RgnQXLokEIFimSGDVS8i8 TK PvBq8xPkmgYINREC4w8w%3D JKomeBLqmM3QvAVQOtrgPTA YkCdRanfpr%2BnvSQAIQM%3D
jpeKJIK gSsObJPIRX0p V4Fss35VaaM%2Fhsd5 ArrO Afl yA%3D Kv2GrCGkJyTF5ThjVubzmQ%3D%3D
1 of3

'Dead Alien' Found In Russia?

o e
A Look At Embattled Dictators' Spouses
Like
37

HOT ON TWITTER
2RgnQXLokEFimSGDV8i8{8ym0OhHX Tuf iTK omeBLqmM3 QvAVQOtrgDrc%2BaNUFZ3B
1 of2

b

buzzedition
» RIP Gerard Smith of the band "TV on the Radio" http:/huff.to/i9jK Cn via @huffingtonpost @carsonjdaly

chris_gorham orham
Take this, cat videos! RT @HuffingtonPost: This is what happens when you tickle a penguin http:/huff.to/dEZiCM
HUFFPOST'S BIG NEWS PAGES

Heather Morris Dances Sexy For Esquire (VIDEO)
Video

huffingtonpost.com/.../libya-resisting-th...

6/8



4/21/2011 Doug Bandow: Libya: Resisting the Sire...

Nikki Haley: Donald Trump Is Calling, He's Serious
Nikki Haley

N

Columbine Anniversary: Bomb, Propane Tanks Found At Colorado Mall
Denver News

'The Change-Up' Trailer: Ryan Reynolds, Jason Bateman In New Sex Comedy (VIDEO)
Movies
-~
e
aw

'The Little Leftover Witch': Chris Colfer Of'Glee' Writing Disney Channel Pilot

Television

Mandy Moore Steps Out In New Copper Red Hair Color
Beauty

) i
"
Fracking Well Shutdown Extended As Researchers Study Link To Earthquakes In Arkansas
Energy

Mitt Romney In Striking Distance Of Obama Ahead Of2012: Poll
Barack Obama

D :
Joseph Anderson Handcuffed: First Grader Restrained After Outburst At Queens School

New York Crime
more big news pages »

FRONT PAGE
POLITICS
BUSINESS
ENTERTAINMENT
MEDIA

TECH
COMEDY
SPORTS
STYLE
WORLD
FOOD
LIVING
IMPACT

EDU

LOCAL

huffingtonpost.com/.../libya-resisting-th...

7/8



4/21/2011 Doug Bandow: Libya: Resisting the Sire...
WORLD

Advertise |

Logln|

Make HuffPost your Home Page |
RSS|

Careers |

FAQ|

Contact Us

User Agreement |

Privacy |

Comment Policy |

About Us |

Powered by Movable Type

Copyright © 2011 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. |
e 'The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved.

"8 View Huffpost Twiter Edition>

HUFFPOST WORLD

THE INTERNET NEWSPAPER: NEWS BLOGS VIDEO COMMUNITY

huffingtonpost.com/.../libya-resisting-th... 8/8



