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The libertarian Cato Institute's vice presidentn&elealy, idaffled by the recent surge
in support for Rick Santorum among Tea Partierskihg off the former senator's
various George W. Bush-era heresies, Healy wrlléds Tea Party movement was
supposed to represent an end to this sort of nsticaBig Government conservatism.
Animated by 'fiscal responsibility, limited goverent, and free markets,' as the Tea
Party Patriots' credo put it, the movement had ssegly put social issues on the back
burner to focus on the crisis of government groWwth.

The most remarkable feature of Santorum's riseahe cares most about social issues
like abortion, gay marriage, and a tax code withreraeductions for heterosexual
married couples with kids. He cares next most abdwwkish national-security posture,
including a war against Iran to stop them fromiggthukes if necessary. The alarming
deficits that threaten the country's future arettigl and final priority. His approach is
an inversion of the Tea Party message.

Yet Tea Partiers aifdocking to him

Daniel Larison gamely tries to explaihat's going onWhat I'd like to tell Tea Partiers
is whatwill go on if Santorum is our next president. He'k @algood game about
shrinking government. But he won't. He'll spendgustical capital on the
aforementioned social issues, spend a bit more ynomeelated programs at home, and
spend a lot more money on the military.

This isn't difficult to predict. "I am not a libarian, and | fight very strongly against
libertarian influence within the Republican Parhydahe conservative movemerng
said openly last summeaidding, "I've got some real concerns about tlugement
within the Republican Party and the Tea Party mamrto sort of refashion
conservatism and | will vocally and publicly oppasé




He's the weirdest choice for Tea Party champion yet



