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Marijuana banking gets initial House OK; Cannabis not on commerce secretary’s mind; Fed 

legalization vote demanded; MI psychedelics ballot measure 

/ TOP THINGS TO KNOW 

 

The House of Representatives preliminarily approved marijuana banking amendment via a voice 

vote as part of an en bloc package with other amendments—with no debate—but a roll call was 

requested. That’s expected to take place on Thursday to make passage official. 

 

Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves (R) signed a medical marijuana bill into law. In a statement, he 

reiterated his concerns with the reform but praised lawmakers for making “significant 

improvements” to earlier drafts. 

 

Commerce Sec. Gina Raimondo said a reporter’s question about marijuana reform is “so far 

afield from anything that I am working on” and she doesn’t have “any updates” on President Joe 

Biden’s plans to follow through on his cannabis campaign pledges. 

 

A bipartisan group of members of Congress—led by Rep. Marilyn Strickland (D-WA—sent a 

letter demanding that House leaders schedule a floor vote on a federal marijuana legalization bill. 

 

Michigan activists filed a ballot initiative to legalize personal possession, cultivation and sharing 

of psychedelics while setting up a system for sales to people who have doctors’ 

recommendations. 

 

A Congressional Black Caucus Foundation program named after the late Rep. John Lewis (D-

GA) will host four fellows focused on “cannabis policy and social justice reforms” with 

$600,000 in funding from The Scotts Miracle-Gro Foundation’s Hawthorne Social Justice Fund. 

 

Data from Missouri’s Departments of Labor and Health and Human Services indicate that nearly 

one out of ten jobs created in the state over the past year is in the medical marijuana industry, 

according to an analysis from the Missouri Medical Cannabis Trade Association. 

 

https://www.marijuanamoment.net/author/tangell/
https://www.marijuanamoment.net/house-approves-marijuana-banking-on-voice-vote-without-debate-but-roll-call-for-final-approval-expected-thursday/
https://www.marijuanamoment.net/mississippi-governor-signs-medical-marijuana-legalization-bill-into-law/
https://www.marijuanamoment.net/commerce-secretary-says-bidens-marijuana-pledges-are-so-far-afield-from-her-work-priorities/
https://www.marijuanamoment.net/bipartisan-congressional-lawmakers-demand-marijuana-legalization-bill-expeditiously-get-house-vote/
https://www.marijuanamoment.net/michigan-activists-file-psychedelics-legalization-ballot-initiative-for-2022/
https://www.marijuanamoment.net/congressional-black-caucus-foundation-announces-marijuana-justice-fellowship-program-funded-by-scotts-miracle-gro-foundation/
https://www.marijuanamoment.net/nearly-one-in-ten-new-missouri-jobs-came-from-medical-marijuana-industry-in-2021-trade-group-report-finds/


/ FEDERAL 

 

The Senate Small Business & Entrepreneurship Committee heard testimony from the Cato 

Institute on problems caused by strict marijuana licensing caps. 

 

House Homeland Security Committee Republicans tweeted, “Even drugs like marijuana are 

being laced with lethal amounts of fentanyl. It’s time to protect Americans from the 

#BidenFentanylCrisis.” 

 

A former Medicaid chief medical officer tweeted that there’s “there’s plenty of evidence” for 

psychedelic-based treatment. 

 

Iowa Democratic Senate candidate Mike Franken tweeted, “We must remove cannabis as a 

Schedule 1 controlled substance, address those imprisoned for MJ, release banking restrictions, 

and legalize it at the Federal level.” 

 

Louisiana Democratic Senate candidate Gary Chambers discussed his support for legalizing 

marijuana. 

 

Ohio Democratic congressional candidate Nina Turner tweeted, “It is immoral that there are 

people serving time for simply having marijuana.” 

 

Virginia Republican congressional candidate Heerak Christian Kim posted several videos of 

himself expressing concerns about marijuana legalization. 

 

/ STATES 

 

Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker (D) is proposing to direct more marijuana tax revenue to the Budget 

Stabilization Fund. 

 

Colorado Gov. Jared Polis (D) tweeted, “Colorado has always been a leader in Cannabis 

Entrepreneurship and through our Equity Licensee program we’ve been able to expand access to 

help entrepreneurs start their own business.” Separately, regulators issued a health and safety 

advisory about potentially unsafe levels of yeast and mold in marijuana products. 

 

California’s treasurer tweeted about the advancement of a marijuana banking amendment in 

Congress, saying, “Thanks @RepPerlmutter for your resolve and commitment to get cash into 

the banks.” 

 

Utah lawmakers sent Gov. Spencer Cox (R) a bill to provide protections to medical cannabis 

patients from being fired. 

 

The Florida House minority policy chair tweeted, “Marijuana legalization is a policy issue 

related to criminal justice reform and healthcare access. Our Democratic Caucus is working [to] 

diligently put forward legislation to find a pathway to the legal use of marijuana.” 

 

https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=15796716-90A3-4DC0-93CD-42451E9B7408
https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/b/1/b1b2484d-f78d-4f70-aa23-04be5d1e0e4b/09CF33BAA5DA38C84DEFDC9C566B5316.edwards-testimony.pdf
https://twitter.com/HomelandGOP/status/1488929724298579968
https://twitter.com/AndreyOstrovsky/status/1488155784156483593
https://twitter.com/FrankenforIowa/status/1488745223987601414
https://twitter.com/TheDamageReport/status/1488663526600228866
https://twitter.com/ninaturner/status/1488854498252623874
https://twitter.com/Heerak4Congress/status/1488862310504570882
https://twitter.com/Heerak4Congress/status/1488863291808047107
https://twitter.com/Heerak4Congress/status/1488866090512007176
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/budget/Pages/default.aspx
https://twitter.com/GovofCO/status/1488945316783087617
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S_40b2SJe9L_ZeHc-fK7Klq19YMnDROTX3cy81itYks/edit
https://twitter.com/fionama/status/1488907807847899140
https://www.fox13now.com/news/local-news/bill-passes-reaffirming-medical-cannabis-should-be-treated-like-any-other-prescription-drug
https://twitter.com/FentriceForFL/status/1488660437495341061


The South Dakota Senate Health and Human Services Committee rejected a bill to ban medical 

cannabis home cultivation. 

 

The Virginia Senate Rehabilitation and Social Services Cannabis Subcommittee held a hearing 

on recreational marijuana sales legislation. 

 

The Washington State Senate Health & Long Term Care Committee held a hearing on a bill to 

legalize psilocybin services, though the legislation will not get a vote this year. 

 

The Maryland House Ways & Means Committee held a hearing on a bill to let medical cannabis 

companies deduct business expenses from state taxes. 

 

South Carolina senators filed more than two dozen amendments to a medical cannabis bill being 

debated on the floor. 

 

Oregon lawmakers filed legislation to steer money away from a services fund created by the 

voter-approved drug decriminalization law. Separately, legislators are considering several bills 

aimed at combating illegal marijuana cultivation. 

 

A Connecticut Department of Public Health spokesperson said that a prior report of fentanyl-

laced marijuana was likely due to “accidental contamination and an isolated incident.” 

 

The director of New York’s Office of Cannabis Management said regulators are “moving as fast 

as humanly possible” and are aiming to open up recreational marijuana licensing by the end of 

this year. 

 

Arkansas regulators are being sued over alleged racial bias in their medical cannabis business 

license decisionmaking. 

 

A Massachusetts regulator said she’s focused on preventing marijuana use by youth. 

 

Ohio regulators will consider petitions to add new medical cannabis qualifying conditions on 

Wednesday. 

 

https://www.dakotanewsnow.com/2022/02/02/south-dakota-lawmakers-vote-down-bill-prohibiting-medical-cannabis-users-growing-their-own-pot/
https://www.wric.com/news/virginia-lawmakers-may-speed-up-recreational-marijuana-sales/
https://twitter.com/WASenDemocrats/status/1488929412191981570
https://www.thestranger.com/slog/2022/02/02/65940566/bill-to-regulate-psilocybin-mushrooms-in-washington-wont-pass
https://twitter.com/JheanelleW/status/1488910638185336832
https://twitter.com/JheanelleW/status/1488938698926444549
https://www.wspa.com/news/state-news/sc-senators-propose-more-than-two-dozen-amendments-to-medical-marijuana-bill/
https://twitter.com/HJRAOregon/status/1488578423853182976
https://apnews.com/article/business-oregon-marijuana-recreational-marijuana-legislature-0a75dbe202082ef30baaf526ba49b4db
https://www.ctinsider.com/news/article/Dozens-of-CT-overdoses-were-falsely-linked-to-16821517.php
https://nystateofpolitics.com/state-of-politics/new-york/politics/2022/02/01/recreational-marijuana-licensing-in-new-york-by-the-end-of-2022-
https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2022/feb/02/arkansas-company-sues-state-over-denial-of/
https://spectrumnews1.com/ma/worcester/news/2022/01/30/kim-roy-ccc-goals-13022
https://www.cleveland19.com/2022/01/26/ohio-board-review-9-petitions-potential-qualifying-conditions-medical-marijuana/

