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Americans Want Smaller Government

David Boaz, executive vice president of Cato Institute, writes: "A new Washington Post-ABC

News poll again shows that voters prefer 'smaller government with fewer services' to 'larger

government with more services':

Obama has used the power and financial resources of the federal government

repeatedly as he has dealt with the country’s problems this year, to the consternation

of his Republican critics. The poll found little change in underlying public attitudes

toward government since the inauguration, with slightly more than half saying they

prefer a smaller government with fewer services to a larger government with more

services. Independents, however, now split 61 to 35 percent in favor of a smaller

government; they were more narrowly divided on this question a year ago (52 to 44

percent), before the financial crisis hit.

The Post calls a 54 to 41 lead for smaller government 'barely more than half,' which is fair enough,

though it’s twice as large as Obama’s margin over McCain. It’s also twice as large as the margin

the Post found in the same poll in November 2007."

Mr. Boaz continues his commentary: "I’ve always thought the 'smaller government' question is

incomplete. It offers respondents a benefit of larger government – 'more services' – but it doesn’t

mention that the cost of 'larger government with more services' is higher taxes. The question ought

to give both the cost and the benefit for each option. A few years ago a Rasmussen poll did ask

the question that way. The results were that 64 percent of voters said that they prefer smaller

government with fewer services and lower taxes, while only 22 percent would rather see a more

active government with more services and higher taxes. A similar poll around the same time,

without the information on taxes, found a margin of 59 to 26 percent. So it’s reasonable to

conclude that if you remind respondents that 'more services' means higher taxes, the margin by

which people prefer smaller government rises by about 9 points. So maybe the margin in this poll

would have been something like 59 to 37 if both sides of the question had been presented. For

more on 'smaller government' polls, see here and here."

Posted by Shay Riley at 6/23/2009

Advertisement

 

About Booker Rising

About Booker T. Washington

Why The Blog Was Created

Why Is It Called Booker Rising?

Booker Rising Platform: Fiscally

Conservative, Socially Moderate, Foreign

Policy Moderate-Conservative

Comments Policy

Booker Rising Readers' Countries

Booker Rising In The Media

What Others Say

Contributors

Shay Riley

Booker Rising: Americans Want Smaller Government http://www.bookerrising.net/2009/06/americans-want-smaller-government...

1 of 11 6/24/2009 11:01 AM



"Booker T. Washington"

Twitter Updates

@ambranykol My assistant Shay has been

mistaken for Kenyan, Ethiopian, Jamaican,

Nigerian, Ghanaian, Surinamese,

Afro-Cuban, etc. about 15 hours ago

Did you know that there are blacks in Iran?

Yep. http://bit.ly/OfzV4 about 23 hours ago

My assistant Shay is on the come up, with

her op-ed today on an MSNBC/NBC

News-backed site! FOX News Channel

next? http://tinyurl.com/lyvx9s 1 day ago

The birthplace of humanity! Now

#thatsafrican 2 days ago

Mrs. Washington #3 (stepmom) & I, w/ my

3 kids, ~ 1899. Ernest (b. 1889), Booker Jr.

(b. 1887), & Portia (b. 1883)

http://tinyurl.com/lrspg5 2 days ago

Follow Booker T. Washington on Twitter

Follow Booker Rising On Facebook

Blog Archive

Black Moderates

Acting White - San Francisco Bay Area

America's Promise Alliance

Brooks Foreign Policy Review

Councillor Michael Thompson - Toronto,

Canada

DarkStar Spouts Off

Jewels In The Jungle - Germany

John Hope Bryant - Los Angeles, CA

Jonetta Rose Barras - Washington, D.C.

Political Intersection

Project Logic Ga - Georgia

Rep. Artur Davis (D-Ala.)

Stanley Crouch - New York City

Talking Stuff

Tony Campbell - Maryland

Black Libertarians

Africa Unchained

Booker Rising: Americans Want Smaller Government http://www.bookerrising.net/2009/06/americans-want-smaller-government...

2 of 11 6/24/2009 11:01 AM



AfricanLiberty.org - Ghana

Andrew Mwenda, The Independent -

Kampala, Uganda

Black Libertarians, Yahoo! usergroup

D.C. Thornton - Nevada

Eclectic Negro - New York

Free Africa Foundation - D.C.

George Ayittey - Ghana/USA

IMANI Center For Policy & Education -

Accra, Ghana

Inter Region Economic Network - Kenya

Jeff Easley - New Jersey

Joe Fahs

Larry Elder - Los Angeles

Michael Chishala - Lusaka, Zambia

Private Enterprise Ghana - East Legon,

Ghana

The African Executive - Kenya

The Casey Lartigue Show! - Washington,

D.C.

Theda Sandiford

Walter Williams Home Page

Black Moderate-Conservatives

A Political Season - Indianapolis, IN

Ayaan Hirsi Ali Blog - Netherlands

Carol M. Swain - Nashville, TN

Cobb - Redondo Beach, CA

Ethiopundit - New Jersey

Hip Hop Republican - New York City

Mahndisa's Thoughts - California

Move-On-Up.org

Nyamko Sabuni, Swedish Minister For

Integration & Gender Equality

Ragged Thots - New York City

Rama Yade, French Secretary Of State For

Human Rights

Rattler Gator - Tallahassee, Florida

Sen. Don Oliver, Canada

Stereo Describes My Scenario - Maryland

The Conservative Brotherhood

The John Langston Forum

The Way I See It, Anyway - Toronto,

Canada

Black Conservatives

A Free Man, Thinking Freely

Booker Rising: Americans Want Smaller Government http://www.bookerrising.net/2009/06/americans-want-smaller-government...

3 of 11 6/24/2009 11:01 AM



African American Conservatives

Afroconservative

Afronerd

Akindele Unleashed - Detroit

Ali Akbar

American Civil Rights Institute -

Sacramento, CA

Another Black Conservative

Armstrong Williams - D.C.

Autographed Letter Signed

Baldilocks - Los Angeles

Big Pappa - D.C.

Black & Right

Black And Red

Black Conservative Forum, Facebook

Black Conservative Thought, Yahoo!

usergroup

Black Conservatives, MySpace

Black Conservatives, Yahoo! usergroup

Black Informant - Riverside, CA

Black Republican - Sarasota, FL

Blacknright's Weblog

Booker T. Washington Inspirational

Speakers - done by Booker's great-

granddaughter

Brotherhood Organization for a New

Destiny (BOND)

Christine Byington - Greenville, SC

Coalition for Urban Renewal and

Education (CURE)

Conservative Black Woman

ConservativeLikeNoOther - Houston

Constructive Feedback - Atlanta

Dambisa Moyo - Zambia/Britain

Dane Bramage - Akron, OH

DarkKnight3565

Daryl Jackson - San Diego

Deborah Honeycutt - Georgia

Dennis Champlain - Rhode Island

Did She Say That

Digital Publius

Dr. Anthony Bradley - St. Louis, MO

Economic Swim - Tennessee

Eddie Buttler - Kansas City, MO

Eddie Huff

Ellis Washington

Erik Rush

Freedom's Journal Magazine - Matteson, IL

Booker Rising: Americans Want Smaller Government http://www.bookerrising.net/2009/06/americans-want-smaller-government...

4 of 11 6/24/2009 11:01 AM



Hassan Giordano - Baltimore

Helen Grant - Britain

Herman Cain - Atlanta

Higher Ground - Gary, IN

Horace Cooper

I'm Black...And I'm NOT A LIBERAL!

Independent Conservative - Georgia

Issues & Views - New York City

James Cleverly - London, Britain

Javier David - New York

Joseph C. Phillips - Los Angeles

JSharmaine.com - Florida

Katrina Simm - New Jersey

Keeping It Right - Tustin, CA

Keith James - Gilbert, AZ

Ken Barnes - Sacramento, CA

La Shawn Barber's Corner - California

Leacpo1 - Sacramento, CA

Lenny McAllister - Charlotte, NC

Life's Perspectives Of An Army Wife

Lloyd Marcus - Deltona, FL

Lord John Taylor, House Of Lords - Britain

Macho Sauce Productions

Magic Negro Watch - Lawrence, Kansas

Marie Stroughter

Michael Williams - Texas

Motivation Truth - New York

Mr. Ref - North Carolina

My Right Mind!

MychalMassie.com

Nancy Arceneaux - Houston

Narcissistic Views On News/Politics

Notes From D.R. - Boston

Nykola.com - Seattle, WA

Point-A-View - Massachusetts

Politik Ditto - New York

Princella Smith - D.C.

Project 21 - D.C.

Republican In Northeastern Pennsylvania

Ron Miller

RoSiTa08 - New York

Sam House - Tulsa, OK

Sandra Rose - Atlanta

Sebastian Stroughter

Shaun Bailey - London, Britain

Stephanie Davis - Boston

Booker Rising: Americans Want Smaller Government http://www.bookerrising.net/2009/06/americans-want-smaller-government...

5 of 11 6/24/2009 11:01 AM



StewTweet - Virginia

Tamika Jackson - San Diego, CA

Tara's Two Cents - D.C.

That Darn Republican

The Black Sphere

The Cultural Strategist

The Deborah Rowe Show - Chicago

The Dillard Doctrine

The Gray Conservative - Detroit, MI

The Truth In Black And Right

The Wordsmith

Thomas Sowell - California

Uncle Sam's Cabin - Syracuse, NY

Wake Up Black America - Baltimore

What's The Word? - Atlanta

World Of Truth - Durham, N.C.

Young Black Conservatives, Facebook

Zabeth's Corner - West Coast, USA

Black Moderate-Liberals

John McWhorter

Mayor Cory Booker - Newark, NJ

NeoMugwump - Minneapolis, MN

plezWorld - Atlanta area

Rep. David Scott (D-Ga.)

Rep. Sanford Bishop, Jr. (D-Ga.)

The Liberal War Journal - Baltimore

Other

Adam Smith Institute Blog - Britain

African American Environmentalist

Association Blog

Aid Watch

AmbivaBlog

Anderson At Large

Another Opinion

Barack Obama's Teleprompter's Blog

Black Capitalist

Black Facts Online

Black Self-Help Information

BlackAmericaWeb

BlackElectorate.com

Bold As Love

Bossip

Cato@Liberty

Booker Rising: Americans Want Smaller Government http://www.bookerrising.net/2009/06/americans-want-smaller-government...

6 of 11 6/24/2009 11:01 AM



Crunchy Con

Cynics Unlimited

Daniel Hannan - Britain

David Brooks

Donklephant

Dr. Alveda King's Blog - Atlanta, GA

Drudge Report

Economist - Britain

Financial Times - Britain

Free Republic

Gruntled Center

I Hate The Media!

Jason Whitlock, Kansas City Star

Jihad Watch

Ladybrille

MediaTakeOut.com

Michelle Obama Watch

ModerateVoters.org

Mrs. O

National Review Online

NewsOne

Pajamas Media

Partnership For A Secure America

PoliGazette

Politico

Power Line

Radical Centrist

RealClearPolitics

RedState

Samizdata.net

Target Market News

Telegraph - Britain

The Bipartisan Rules

The FOX Nation

The Hill

The Moderate Voice

The Purple Center

The Voice - Britain

The Weekly Standard

TheRoot.com

Wall Street Journal

What About Our Daughters

What If?

Democrats

Booker Rising: Americans Want Smaller Government http://www.bookerrising.net/2009/06/americans-want-smaller-government...

7 of 11 6/24/2009 11:01 AM



Democratic Leadership Council

Democrats For Education Reform

Democrats For Life Of America

Eduwonk

Freedom Democrats

New Democratic Coalition

Republicans

Black Republicans, Facebook

Marion County Black Republican Club

Federated - FL

MySpace African American Republicans

National Black Republican Association -

Sarasota, FL

Republican Main Street Partnership

Republicans For Black Empowerment

Statistics: Black Americans

Demographics

Education

Foreign Policy

Health

Income

Politics

Religion

Social Issues

Other

Booker Rising Categories

Abortion (178)

Affirmative Action (86)

Africa (1101)

Ancestry (61)

Anti-Semitism (1)

Art And Architecture (11)

Asia And Australia (185)

Big Government (210)

Black America (268)

Black Leadership (244)

Black Men (72)

Black Progress (50)

Black Women (114)

Black Youth (14)

Booker Rising: Americans Want Smaller Government http://www.bookerrising.net/2009/06/americans-want-smaller-government...

8 of 11 6/24/2009 11:01 AM



Body Language And Facial Coding (19)

Booker Rising (213)

Booker T. Washington (98)

Bookeristas (61)

Books (162)

Canada (69)

Capitalism (15)

Caribbean (127)

Central America (12)

Charity (68)

Cities And Towns (198)

Civil Liberties (45)

Civil Rights (108)

Communism And Marxism (8)

Community (17)

Conservatism (157)

Consumers (37)

Crime (456)

Culture (85)

Democracy (162)

Economics (264)

Economy (168)

Education (565)

Employment (103)

Energy (16)

Enterprise (247)

Entertainment (571)

Environment (140)

Europe (625)

Families (332)

Fascism (8)

Fashion (50)

Federalism (8)

Feminism (45)

Food And Drink (30)

Foreign Aid (80)

Foreign Policy (92)

Free Speech (94)

Free Trade (24)

Freedom (124)

Gender (74)

Globalization (14)

Guns (43)

Health (306)

History (177)

Hold (2163)

Booker Rising: Americans Want Smaller Government http://www.bookerrising.net/2009/06/americans-want-smaller-government...

9 of 11 6/24/2009 11:01 AM



Housing (50)

Human Rights (2)

Humor And Satire (22)

Ideology (67)

Immigration (272)

International Politics (88)

Iraq War (369)

Jihadism (99)

Kleptocracy (9)

Language (123)

Liberalism (89)

Libertarianism (44)

Limited Government (1)

Low Class Behavior (13)

Media (270)

Meritocracy (8)

Mexico (25)

Middle East (569)

Military (111)

Moderate-Conservatism (12)

Moderate-Liberalism (3)

Moderatism (106)

Morality (41)

Movies (16)

Music (191)

National Security (31)

Negro Please (7)

Neighborhoods (1)

Oil (73)

Pan-Africanism (11)

Paradigm Shift (1)

Patriotism (29)

Personal Finance (50)

Personal Responsibility (128)

Plays (5)

Political Parties (769)

Poverty (93)

Private Property Rights (30)

Race (291)

Racism (160)

Religion (646)

Rule Of Law (27)

Science (152)

Self-Hatred (16)

Self-Help (78)

Sexism (28)

Booker Rising: Americans Want Smaller Government http://www.bookerrising.net/2009/06/americans-want-smaller-government...

10 of 11 6/24/2009 11:01 AM



Sexuality (147)

Slavery (71)

Social Class (65)

Socialism (19)

Society (292)

South America (63)

Sports (546)

States (158)

Taxes (90)

Technology (73)

Television (27)

The Americas (44)

The West (21)

Travel (39)

U.S. Congress (613)

U.S. Constitution (22)

U.S. First Ladies (43)

U.S. Judiciary (278)

U.S. Presidential Administrations (682)

U.S. Presidential Elections (1426)

USA (141)

Victimology Watch (61)

War On Drugs (31)

War On Terrorism (215)

Welfare (32)

White Boy White Girl Please (3)

Online Library

Black Conservative

Black Libertarian

Black Moderate

Black Moderate-Conservative

Quizzes

Quiz: Are You A Bookerista?

Are You A Black Conservative?

Quiz: Are You A Black Moderate?

Copyright 2004-2009. Booker Rising All Rights Reserved. Blog Design by Blog Theme Machine

Booker Rising: Americans Want Smaller Government http://www.bookerrising.net/2009/06/americans-want-smaller-government...

11 of 11 6/24/2009 11:01 AM


