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How the Militarization of Police Has Turned Law Bnfement Officers Into Terrorists
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They're here to help

A lot of well-meaning people on the right who claioncare about limited government have an unfotibénd spot
when it comes to law enforcement. For whateveraeathe suspicion conservatives have about goverhateempts
to regulate education and healthcare goes outitmow when it comes to government agents carryingsg-
rightwingers seem to think those folks can do nongr

It's not entirely an issue with conservatives -apjlef liberals are willing to give the police thenefit of doubt rather
than being perceived as soft on crime. The reguhis left-right alliance is that police departntehave gradually
become aggressive and militaristic, like soldigghting a war. In fact, tactics such as SWAT rdidse become so
common that they are frequently used against nolewi suspects. There's a word to describe therectif armed
men are using overwhelming and violent force agdiasmless individuals. When enemies of the U.St,dee call it
terrorism.

The story so far...

Public servants

As you may be aware, the pathetic failure thahésAmerican war on drugs is a major hobbyhorséeftarian-type
folks, not only because it denies responsible adhk freedom to intoxicate themselves however seeyfit, but also
because of the — wait, you're not going to belisliat comes next — unintended consequences.

One is an incarceration rate that would embarrass totalitarian regimes. Another is how policectes across the
country have developed the characteristics of anifitinits, with some even purchasing armored vesiftbm the U.<
Department of Defense. While most folks continuadmire the U.S. armed forces, the role of thetamiliis different
than the role of law enforcement. Police officanes supposed to investigate crimes. Soldiers arpasgal to kill
people and break things. The fact that the pol@e routinely kill people and break things is notrgthing anyone
should be proud of.

For whatever reason there have been no fewer khiaa articles in mainstream news outlets aboutiligarization of
the police this week — in tiéYT, HuffPo, and the iPad-friendl¥he Daily(couldn't think of a clever abbreviation for
that one, sorry). Could this be an indication thmgrtarian interests are finally gaining wider eptance?

Almost certainly not. But it is curious and refreghthat more folks are recognizing this policeitaiization issue. |
would guess it has something to do with those Giceupy Wall Street protestors. Despite allegatimngolence at
some of the Occupy gatherings, it appeared thatynahthe Occupiers were harmless (even if midgd). And yet
there were a number of cases of police responditigdisproportionate force. Probably the most indaimwas the
pepper-spraying of some California university shtdavho were causing social unrest by...sitting there

As much as | don't particularly sympathize with @ecupiers' anti-capitalist rhetoric, that's autising video. Here
you've got men in riot helmets armed with bators guns using aggressive force against a groupaglpavho are

barely blocking a sidewalk. Any of us could easive walked over that sit-in. What was so threatgabout these
folks that required an antagonistic response?

The most disturbing aspect of the video is howébtag officer is about using pepper spray on peeple pose no
danger to him. It's as if using severe force againa-threatening individuals doesn't phase hithéslightest. The
dispassionate application of violence is sometlymgwould think only happened in totalitarian regan

Unfortunately, such behavior has become routin®nierica, with routinely tragic consequences. ThatfPlo piece is
written by Radley Balko, who has reported on thktamnization of police for years. In his articleg kites several
examples of what happens when police use extreme &s a first resort:



Dress cops up as soldiers, give them military emeimt, train them in military tactics, tell them ytre fighting a
"war," and the consequences are predictable. Thagses have taken a toAmong the victimsf increasingly
aggressive and militaristic police tactics: Cheydv8, the mayor of Berwyn Heights, Md., whose dogse killed
when Prince George's County polioéstakenly raided his hom@2-year-old Katherine Johnston, who vgasned
down by narcotics copa Atlanta in 2006; 11-year-old Alberto Sepulvedéo was killed by Modesto, Calif., police:
during a drug raid in September 20@0-year-old Isaac Singletary, who wa®t by undercover narcotics police
2007 who were attempting to sell drugs from higlydonathan Ayers, a Georgia pagtioot as he tried to fleegang
of narcotics cops who jumped him at a gas statid20D9; Clayton Helriggle, a 23-year-old collegedentkilled
during a marijuana raioh Ohio in 2002; and Alberta Spruilkho died of a heart atta@iter police deployed a flash
grenade during a mistaken raid on her Harlem aggantin 2003. [...]

But paramiitary creep has also spread well beyond the draig im recent years, SWAT teams have been usechh
up neighborhoogoker gamesincluding oneat an American Legion Haiih Dallas. In 2006Yirginia optometrist Sal
Culosi was killedvhen the Fairfax County Police Department senfV& ¥ team to arrest him for gambling on
football games. SWAT teams are also now used &sapeople suspectedddwnloading child pornographizast
year, an Austin, Texas, SWAT tedimoke down a man's dobecause he was suspected of stealing koi fish om
botanical garden.

Balko further points out that SWAT teams and tadtimits have been used in cases of suspectedageddrinking,
occupational license inspections, copyright violas, and student loan defaults.

Balko makes another point that's worth emphasidingzerwhelming force is going to be deployed \eitth regard to
how dangerous the suspect is or what law is beifigreed, it is going to be used to send messaglesrritnan protect
the public. Using a SWAT team to raid a medicalijpana clinic isn't meant to eliminate a threaptdolic welfare —
it's meant to terrorize those who operate mediealjoana clinics. If breaking down the door of sonua-violent
pothead's home and pointing a gun in his facetsmtrism, then the word "terrorism" has no megnin

There's an in-joke among libertarians about howaase of excessive force by police like those desdrabove are
frequently written off as "isolated incidents" bglige defenders. It's amazing how common thesatisdlincidents
have become. For further evidence of the frequefextreme tactics by law enforcement, the Cattitlrte provides
this handy interactive magf botched SWAT raids through the years that hragalted in deaths and injuries to
civilians and police officers.




